
Four Year 10 students took part in
the Lord Mayor’s show on Saturday
14th November 2015 as part of the
London Fire Brigade’s Young
People’s Conference.

They represented Crossfire, which is a
part of the London Fire Brigade that
works closely with young people to
get fire safety awareness out to young
people.

The four students were Audrey 
Osei Bonsu, Joy Hagan, Melissa Jeffree
and Donny Senior.

Audrey wrote this about the day:- “We
represented the London Fire Brigade
Crossfire at the Lord
Mayor’s show, which
involved us walking
around an area of the city
for 2 hours supporting
our section.  We all had a
great time, it was fun and
enjoyable.  However, the
best part probably had to
be seeing all the features
involved, such as the

Army guns and of course
getting to keep our
uniform, especially the
blue, Crossfire hoody.
Even though it was a
tiring and long day, 
I believe it was
thoroughly enjoyable for
everyone”.

The students were
offered places on the

Young People’s board via the Impact
Days that London Fire Brigade run in
school every year to Year 8 students.
(See page 5)

Thank you to Dave Gill for his
continued input into The Quest
Academy.
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Lord Mayor’s Show

Another busy term draws to a close
and we look forward to the new year

with an optimism about the examination success we
are sure our Year 11 and Year 13 students can achieve.

This year we have a number of Sixth Formers
applying to Cambridge and Oxford and we are
hopeful that last year’s outstanding A-level
examination results can be bettered by increasing
the percentage of students passing at the higher C+
grades.

Please support us in helping your children be as
successful as possible by:

1. Ensuring they are at school every day –
attendance is the biggest factor in examination
success

2.Checking their planners every day and making
sure they have completed all of their homework –
falling behind is the biggest threat to meeting their
targets

3. Ensuring they are ready for learning by checking
their bags and equipment before they leave for
school – the best learning takes place when we are
prepared and organised

These simple steps will help us continue to work
together in partnership for outstanding academic
success for each and every student.

I hope you have a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas
break and look forward to seeing many of you in
2016.

Best wishes,

Mr A Crofts

Principal’s
Message



Vladislav Fanukov and Morisha Baskar
both had AS artwork selected and
exhibited in the Croydon Music and
Arts Top Young Artists’ Exhibition,
which ran at the Clocktower Cafe from
16th to 27th November. 

Schools and colleges throughout the
borough were invited to submit AS and
A2 work for the exhibition, and the best
were selected for display, so obviously
The Quest Academy is very proud to have
had pupils’ work chosen. The opening
night was well attended, and the
standard of work on show was very high.
Congratulations to Morisha and Vladislav
on their achievement.
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On Friday 27th November, a small group of brave students ventured to the
Hunterian Museum in London

Whilst there, they had an introduction to the museum by the curator who told them
about John Hunter, the King’s surgeon and obsessive collector of anatomical
specimens, many of which are still on display. They then had an hour to explore the

museum and discovered the
skeletons of both Mr Jeffs and
John Byrne, the 7ft 7inch Irish
giant, whose skeleton
mysteriously arrived in John
Hunter’s collection. They learnt
about the history of surgery
from the early years of
tourniquets and saws, right
through to today’s keyhole
surgical techniques. There were
also more macabre exhibits,
details of which we dare not
write here.

On the return journey they passed the Royal Courts of Justice and they saw several
buildings that date back to the time of John Hunter and whose architecture gave a
real feel of 18th century London.

The students would like to thank Ms Sheehan and Mrs Archer for accompanying
them on their adventures.

For more information on the museum go to http://www.hunterianmuseum.org/

Hunterian Museum 

As we draw towards the end of another
successful first term of the school year it is
worth reminding ourselves of the
impressive progress which has been made
in establishing the Quest Academy as a
vibrant new school in the area. 

The examination results with the progress
students made are helping to take us
nearer to our goal of becoming an
outstanding school. Importantly our
OFSTED Inspection noted the significant
improvements in the school’s performance
as did Nicky Morgan, the Secretary of State
for Education, who described her visit to
the school as “Brilliant!” earlier in the year.
Fulsome praise indeed and something
which is reflected in the increasing
numbers of families who want to send their
children here. So during this Christmas
period it is especially appropriate to offer
my thanks to Mr Crofts, our colleagues on
the senior team and all the staff at the
academy who work so hard in this
energetic organisation, whatever their role,
to provide the students with the very best
opportunity to learn and succeed.
Congratulations to every student who has
taken and is taking the opportunities
provided to them and making the most of
them.  Remember that you are at the heart
of everything this school is striving to
achieve.

In the future I hope to report on the
completion of the landscaping work in the
school grounds. Progress has been slower
than ideal to date but there are grounds for
optimism that we will make significant
progress in this area in the coming months
so helping to provide an even better
environment for our students, staff and
visitors.

Finally at this time when Christians
especially throughout the world celebrate
the birth of Jesus, we extend our greetings
and offer our prayers to all those who strive
to make this world a better place through
their love, service and dedication. I hope
you have a peaceful holiday and look
forward to welcoming you back in January
2016 to start another exciting chapter in
the life of this young school.

Mrs Maureen Martin, 
Executive Principal, The Quest Academy
and Headteacher, 
Coloma Convent Girls' School



On Friday 6th November, Year 9 History
students were lucky enough to visit HMS
Tyne, as part of the Royal Navy-Teach First
Partnership launch event.

Quest Academy pupils were the only
ones in London to attend this prestigious
occasion, attended by significant figures
from both organisations. Students were
given thought-provoking and engaging
tours around the vessel, which plays an
important role in Britain’s Maritime
protection. Students learnt about the
challenges of living on the ship, the
challenges of navigating and responding

to disasters, as well as being able to talk
with crew members about their own
experiences and journeys.

Students were also treated to a buffet
lunch reception on the Thames, with
views of Tower Bridge, the City of London
and The Shard.

The visit was a truly educationally and
personally enriching and exciting
opportunity for our students to discover
what life is like for members of the Royal
Navy, as well as to consider the wide
range of opportunities available to them

in the world of work after they have left
school.

Members of the public and crew
members commended students for their
exemplary behaviour, serving as role
models of the Academy.

“My geography class
went on a field trip to
Brighton to do research
for our controlled
assessment, which is
25% of our grade. Ms.
Kokayi and Mr. Apicella
took us to Brighton on
the 23rd September to do research on tourism in
Brighton. We went to four locations, which are widely
well known including the pier, the beach, the Royal
Pavilion and the lanes. We had a series of things to look
at, evaluate and ask members of the public (tourists).

All of us had an amazing time in Brighton, looking at
the landscape and researching tourism there. It was
really important for Ms. Kokayi, Mr. Apicella and the
school that the students represented themselves in an
orderly and polite manner.  All the members of public
who helped us with our research had good things to
say about us which is brilliant and lovely to hear.  

I wish the best luck for the other students for their GCSE
Geography and their controlled assessment.  We hope
we have been good role models for other students and
the school can have future fields trips. Well done Year 11
and good luck.”

by Rebecca Jones, 11.4
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On Wednesday 25th
November GCSE
Drama students braved
the cold as they
headed to the Donmar
Warehouse in Leicester
Square to watch a
performance of the
play ‘Teddy Ferrara’.  The group were impeccably behaved and dealt with
the serious content in a mature manner.  Many followed the fashion
advice offered by Mr Kensit and were smartly dressed and did themselves
and the Quest Academy, proud.

Drama

Brighton Trip

Year 9 Visit to HMS Tyne 10th November 2015

Year 7 students went above and
beyond expectations when
completing their first homework in
science this year. When asked to
make a 3D model of a cell by their
science teachers, no-one expected
the range of ideas that returned a
week later.

Special mention must go to Nicole
Atti Pulgarin in 7.3 when she brought in her model made out of cake.
Academy Principal, Mr Crofts, was delighted to meet Nicole and see her
efforts first-hand.

Well done to all concerned.

Model Cells
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The Riot Act delivered an engaging and
thought provoking road safety theatre-in-
education assembly for Year 7 on
Thursday 26th November 2015. 

The key road safety messages that were
delivered were very strong and clear. 

Students left the day much wiser on how
they can remain safe as they explored:

� how to deal with distractions such as
phones and music

� how to identify and cope with peer
pressure

� their personal responsibility and
behaviour.

A group of students travelled to Ripley’s
on Academy Day. It was a fantastic event
and the students responded well to the
military-style travelling we undertook in
order to ensure everyone’s safety!

Everyone was able to experience a
fantastic event in the heart of the West

End and there were oddities galore which
extended our understanding of the
human experience.

The students were a credit to the Quest
and it was a day to remember.

Road Safety

Students and staff members of The
Quest Academy dared to enter the
London Dungeons after letting off
some steam at the Namco Funscape
in Waterloo.  The walk through
experience which included cutting
edge storytelling and special effects
took them back in time - through
1000 years of London’s history and
legends. This was definitely a day to
remember, in the words of the
students  “it was interesting, fun and
sometimes a bit scary”.

London Dungeon

On Wednesday 11th November, a small
group of Quest6 students took the
opportunity to visit the Royal Veterinary
College as part of their Night at the Vet
College programme.

Whilst there, they had the chance to see a
dissection of a ewe, close up and in
person, as well as examine bones from
growing animals, discuss animal nutrition,
learn how zebrafish are being used to research cures for different diseases and see
how the size of a dog breed affects it’s lifespan.

Royal Vets College

Ripley’s Museum Visit
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Year 8 stayed in
school for their
Academy Day
this time and
were treated to
a fantastic day
organised by
Dave Gill of the
London Fire
Brigade.

All the students had 6 different
workshops delivered by: London Fire
Brigade, London Ambulance Service,
Police, Drugs and Alcohol Awareness,
Mighty Men of Valour and Battersea
Dogs Home.

The whole day was based around a
theme of consequences.  It made the
students think about the fact that
everything you do has a consequence.
Sometimes these are good and
sometimes they are not so good or
even horrendous. 

Students had the opportunity to ask
questions and get involved in activities
that they wouldn’t otherwise be able to
do, such as ‘wearing beer goggles’ that
give you the same affect as if you had
been drinking to dressing up in real fire
fighters outfits.

All the students had a great time and
were all full of very positive comments
at the end of the day.

Impact Day

Congratulations to Emma Roseweir in 7.2 who created an
outstanding digestive system model! Science Teacher, 
Ms C Archer, said that it's the best she’s ever seen. The case is
made out of a real cast and the organs are all knitted! 
Well done, Emma. Great work.

A Model Pupil

On a very miserable November day, Years
9 and 10 ventured to the Houses of
Parliament.

When we arrived, we were greeted by
policemen and had to go through an
airport style security check.

After that we entered the Westminster
Hall where Henry VII would have played
games of tennis.  Westminster Hall was
extremely grand with more than 600
tonnes of wood used to build the
wooden roof beams.  

During our tour we went into the House
of Lords and the House of Commons.  
In both rooms we were not allowed to sit

on the seats and no photos could be
taken.  In the House of Lords we were
amazed at the gold wall at one end.  We
were told that all the gold had been
taken from the Welsh!  

We walked through from here, looking at
various statues of prime ministers and
pieces of art in the Royal Gallery and
ended up in the House of Commons.
This was the room that we see on TV with
the green chairs.  Here we learnt all about
white papers and prayer cards.

It was a fun and really informative trip
and I think all came away having learnt
something new.

Academy Day 
– Years 9 and 10 Visit Houses of Parliament

“On Friday 27th
November, we went to
one of the most famous
places in London where
you are able to meet
some of your celebrity
favourites, movie stars
and many more. Madam
Tussauds allows you to
get up close and personal
with famous people you
love and like!

You can find film stars, YouTubers, music sensations, cartoon
stars, Marvel agents, world leaders, famous culture individuals,
sports stars, royals and Bollywood stars. The only area we
couldn’t see was the Star Wars section.

When we went
to Madam
Tussaud’s, I had
a great time
because I was
able to see the
wax versions of
some of my
favourite
people. 

Whilst we were in the Chamber of Horrors, I was full of
laughter as one of the boys that I was with screamed because
he got scared when the lights when out leaving us in
complete darkness! He even made Ms Patel laugh.”

By Kiki Madgett, 9.3

Madame Tussaud’s
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Quest Year 10 student, Tia Pillay Mitchell, has
won the prize as the top cadet at the academy.
Tia is now our senior officer: she was promoted
to the rank of Lance Corporal at a special
ceremony held at Trinity School on 7th
December, 2015. Trinity School, a school with a
long established CCF has provided us with the
opportunity to develop our students’ talents to
enable them to become fully active cadets.

Tia and other cadets attended the ceremony
where she and Trinity cadets received their
awards and promotions after an exciting and
exhilarating start to CCF life. Tia’s promotion,
the first to be awarded to a Quest Academy
cadet, was particularly apt as she was the first
female cadet to attend the camp for new
cadets in the Spring Term and one of the first
two female cadets to attend the Autumn
“night-ex”.  

Tia’s responsibilities will increase in the New Year when we will see our second cohort
of year nine cadets embrace life in the CCF. 

The CCF, along with the hard work and commitment of students like Tia, has provided
our students with a wealth of wonderful new opportunities. The CCF offers our
young people activities such as scuba diving, horse riding, climbing, and a huge
range of adventurous activities. Students like Tia invest their weekends and evenings
to these activities and develop self-reliance, the capacity to work as a team and
leadership skills, qualities which will benefit our whole community.

Tia is Top Cadet

Pupils were very well behaved both on
public transport and in the museum. We
started off looking at London as an
international city, then went on to look at
Victorian London. Pupils especially
enjoyed sitting in the Victorian public
house! 

After lunch we
particularly enjoyed
listening to the
informative
museum staff
talking about
archaeological
finds. We were most

enthralled by the discovery of a gold ring
with the finger bone still inside it!

London Museum Trip

Thirty Year 7s, 8s and 9s travelled to Thurrock for a
fantastic trip to Jump Giants, the largest trampoline
park in Europe. 

With over 100 interconnecting trampolines, a dodge
ball area, basketball dunking and a huge foam pit
there was something for everyone to keep them
amused for our 1 hour slot. 

There was some very impressive bouncing on show
with some particularly acrobatic moves by Erin
Eastmond who performed a sequence of amazing
back flips! Many of the students spent most of their
time playing dodgeball with other school children
or seeing who could perform the most risky move
into the foam pit, whilst Miss Cherrett and Mr Bevan
were very happy to watch the students enjoy
themselves! 

Everybody who attended was a credit to the
Academy and demonstrated excellent behaviour
throughout the day. Well done, we are all looking
forward to the next academy day.

Jump Giants

“We took a trip to the insurance company,
Allianz, in Croydon. We learnt many things
about them and their business deals and
policies. One of their business deals I found
particularly interesting was the deal they
had with BMW about the BMW breakdown
service.

Another thing I found particularly
interesting is that they were in more than
10 countries around the world.
I was impressed that they are open to a
wide range of people to work for them.”

Abubakr Bhyat, Year 10

Allianz
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The Year 11 boys basketball team played their first league
match of the season against a very well-drilled Harris
Academy Purley in the last week of November. 

The game was played to an incredibly high standard and
there were some exceptional individual performances.
Ricardo Rowe led the team’s offence and drew a very
challenging defensive assignment which he made look easy,
while Ali Mane was a huge defensive presence in the paint
and used his height to clear up loose balls around the basket.
Furthermore, the teamed played as a cohesive unit and
demonstrated that they were far greater than the sum of their
parts. 

After narrowly losing the first half, the boys showed great
resilience fighting back in the third and fourth quarters. They
brought themselves to within a single point of their

opponents and earned an opportunity to win by claiming the
final possession of the game. 

Unfortunately they couldn’t score and the boys suffered their
first defeat as a team. Nonetheless, they can be incredibly
proud of being part of such a high quality contest and should
eagerly look forward to trying out their skills against Lanfranc
on 10th December.

Basketball

The Quest Academy’s first ever Sixth Form rugby team took part
in two festivals this term at Warlingham Rugby Club in October
and Esher Rugby Club in December.

The boys performed very well considering it was the first experience
of rugby for some of them winning 2 games across the festivals and
scoring some excellent tries.

Special mention must go to Jimmy Mboma (Y13) who helped
organise the team. 

The squad consisted of:
Vladislav Fanukov,
Miguel Teixeira,
Handhallah Musoke,
Danish Tahir, Kye Clarke,
Marcel Pietrowski,
Jimmy Mboma, Tyrelle
Orlebar, Zubeir Hussein,
Abdallah Ismail, Romeo
Skerritt, Levi Campbell
and Billy Bolton

Sixth Form Rugby

The Quest Academy’s Year 10 handball team have won the
Croydon Schools’ competition and will go on to represent
the borough in the London youth games. 

They played two tough matches against Harris Crystal Palace and
Woodcote.

They comfortably beat Harris CP and came through a tough
game with Woodcote to win 5-4. Special mention must go to
Nana Frimpong who helped organise the team and led them
with some outstanding performances. The energy and

enthusiasm of the boys was amazing, with a total of 16 boys
making themselves available.

Team members were:- Nana Frimpong, Daniel Ankomah,
Kenneth Owusu, Luke Foli-Lapompe, Donny Senior, Lukman
Abdussalam, Jamiel Skerritt, Sreedhar Subash-Kumar, Ahmet
Yilmaz, Kassius Stewart-Harris, Kye Feeney, Micah Orlebar,
Youssef Labidi, Tyreece Clarke, Giovanni Williams-Gayle and
Simon Pilarski.

A big thanks to Year 12s Miguel Teixeira and Romeo Skerritt who
helped officiate and score the matches.

Handball Successes

In an excellent game, Year 9 rugby
lost 31-29 to Carshalton Boys. Despite
the final scoreline, Phillipp Kourouma
performed exceptionally well, scoring
all 4 tries for Quest.

/TheQuest
and /Quest6thForm

@TheQuestAcademy and
@Quest6thForm

https://www.linkedin.com/comp
any/the-quest-academy

Search The Quest Academy

Year 9 Rugby

Follow
us for
the latest
Quest
and
Quest
news
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Year 8 started their season
fantastically.  A new squad has been
formed with some familiar faces from
last year’s team. 

The team was bubbling over with
excitement for the first match of the
season, finally it was upon us, after
practising week after week. The first
quarter got off to a solid start with us
scoring 4-0. In the second quarter we
more than doubled our score to finish at
half time with a score of 10-2.

The energy levels of the team were
beginning to peak with Jess, Frankie and
Aaliyah commanding the ball down the
court. Hafsa made some fantastic
interceptions in her debut match with
Yasmeen nipping around the opposition.
Going in to the last quarter, we set
ourselves a target of reaching 20. The
final score was 22-2, with Hannah scoring
18 of these goals. What a way to start the
season!

Team: Jess Doyle; Hannah Reid; Frankie
Cummings; Aaliyah Smiley; Yasmeen
Butt; Hafsa Raja; Mya Thomas; Zanayah
Gordon; Grace Hierons.

Last day of Autumn term Friday 18th December 2015
First day of Spring term Tuesday 5th January 2016
Half term 13th February – 21st February

Q6 – Closing date for applications
Friday 15th January 2016 

Parents Evenings
Thursday 7th January 4pm – 7pm - Year 7 
Thursday 28th January 4pm – 7pm - year 10
Monday 8th February 5pm – 6.30pm - Year 11

Academy at Work Tours
Monday 11th January 2016 at 11am
Monday 8th February 2016 at 11am
Monday 21st March 2016 at 11am
Monday 18th April 2016 at 11am

Special Events
School Production of Oliver
Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd February 6pm – 8pm

The Quest Year 7 boys’ rugby team played their first home match against Wilson’s School
on Friday 20th November. The boys started brilliantly putting in some hard tackles and
running well with the ball, they scored their first try very early in the game and things
continued to improve from then. Ibrahim Ouattara scored 5 tries whilst Gbola Noiki,
Javony Whitter and Charlie Crawley each scored more than once. Dre Sadler was also on
the score sheet as the boys ran out comfortable winners 79-12.

A fantastic performance and a first win in the south London league.

Well done to all involved.

The Year 7 netball team took a short
trip to Shirley High to play their first
netball fixture of the season.

The girls were very excited and fought hard
in the first quarter with most possession
and a few chances which unfortunately did
not result in a goal. By the end of the first
two quarters the score was 0-0. 

Some changes were made and a team talk
complete, the girls went back out to make
sure they did not concede any goals but
would try to take any shooting
opportunities they were given.

Unfortunately Shirley High defended well
and the game ended with a 0-0 score line.

The girls played well and this was a good
start to their games. Bethany received
player of the match. Hopefully they can
build on this by scoring some goals!

Year 8 vs Virgo
Fidelis

Year 7 Rugby Win

The Year 7 and 8 girls’ football team played
Riddlesdown on Wednesday 25th November,
drawing 4-4. 

Extra special congratulations to Aaliyah
Smiley who scored all four goals

Squad list: Anaia Ahagan, Aaliyah Smiley,
Sydie Day, Chardonnay Green, Danae
Brown, Sasha Lamont, Shannon Hitchcock, Isabella Ansah, Keshica Cahoolessur,
Sabiha Siddiqa, Esther Mawete, Serena Angoua, Leah Wallace and Aaliyah Reid.

Year 7 and 8 Football

Netball Year 7 Debut

SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

Important dates for your diary…


