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Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development of students is woven into the fabric of every 

student’s individual and collective educational experience at The Quest Academy. Through the formal 

curriculum, Pastoral care, Academy days, and extracurricular activities a wide range of diverse provision 

and opportunity supports the needs of all students. The Academy celebrates the wide diversity of 

background and experience that its students and staff bring and see this as a key strength of the institution. 

British values are an integral part of SMSC provision, and the Academy is committed to ensuring all students 

have: 

• an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic process 

• an understanding that the freedom to hold other faiths and beliefs is protected in law 

• an acceptance that people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) should be 
accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour 

• an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination 

Students learn, explore and develop knowledge and understanding in each concept in the table below. 
 



1. Curriculum: My Quest Journey 

The Academy has a bespoke programme for Years 7-9 which provides students with a comprehensive 

RSHE programme in combination with key aspects of SMSC, whilst maintaining British values and 

exploring the concept of community. This is taught in one double lesson every two weeks with a spiral 

curriculum that is complemented and extended through the tutor programme into KS4 and KS5. 

The Year 7 MQJ Programme of Study: 

The Year 8 MQJ Programme of Study: 

 

The Year 9 MQJ Programme of Study: 

 

The Year 10 Programme of Study in Tutor Programme: 
 



The Year 11 Programme of Study in Tutor Programme: 
 

2. Curriculum: Citizenship GCSE 

Citizenship is offered as an option at GCSE. Students study four broad and detailed themes across the 

two year GCSE course that cover a range of topical and relevant issues. 

Theme 1: Life in Modern Britain. 

Theme 2: Rights and Responsibilities. 

Theme 3: Politics and Participation. 

Theme 4: Taking Citizenship Action. 

The approach to learning is both theoretical and practical as students at the beginning of Year 11 

engage in a project campaigning for a local issue to bring about change for an issue within their 

community that they care about. This coursework project will then be assessed in a formal GCSE 

examination alongside the theoretical knowledge of the four themes studied throughout the course. 

3. Curriculum: Religious Studies 

Students explore a range of skills, religious, philosophical and ethical questions in a thematic way 

with content revisited in different ways across Key Stage 3. Students are guided to look for the key 

features of each religion and explore the vast similarities that links them, as well as identifying 

those that make them different. Students are taught to think critically, develop informed and 

substantiated opinions, and respond tolerantly to a range of worldviews and opinions. By exploring 

religious, philosophical, and ethical studies in the modern world, students can consider how 

different religions and non-religious worldviews approach a range of issue. 



 

Year 10 and Year 11 

Students follow the WJEC Religious Studies GCSE course which is delivered across the two years in a 

spiral curriculum, building on skills established in KS3. 

The programme of study is on the next page. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Years 12 and 13 

Students study the OCR Religious Studies A Level course which has three components: 



• Component 1: Philosophy of Religion 

• Component 2: Religion and Ethics 

• Component 3: Developments in Christian thought 

Students critique the arguments for the existence of God and consider key ethical theories which 

they apply to a range of issues such as genetic engineering and war. Students compare and 

challenge key ideas from Greek philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle, medieval thinkers such as 

Aquinas, Anselm and Gaunilo, and enlightenment thinkers such as Hume, Descartes and Paley. 

The A Level Programme of Study: 

 

 
4. Curriculum: Sociology 

Year 10 and Year 11 

Sociology is an option subject at KS4. Students make their choices in Year 8 and start the course in 

Year 9. They have three lessons a week. The final GCSE grade is made up of two written exams lasting 

1 hour 45 minutes each; there is no coursework or controlled assessment module. All exams are taken 

in the summer of Year 11. 

Years 12 and 13 

The A Level Sociology course requires students to understand families and households, the position of 

children and society’s attitudes towards childhood. Changes in the size of families, birth and death 

rates, and in the population as a whole. Changes in marriage, cohabitation, divorce and parenthood, 

and the increasing diversity of family types today. The impact on families of government policies and 

laws. Education– why do some people achieve more than others? The role of education in society and 

who benefits from it. The Functionalist v Marxist debate. How pupils experience schooling e.g. girls 

and boys studying different subjects. The impact of laws and policies that affect education. Research 

Methods– quantitative and qualitative methods of research. 

Students will examine the range of beliefs in society– different theories of ideology, science and 

religion and the relationship between religious beliefs and social change and stability. Crime and 

Deviance– different theories of crime, deviance, social order and social control. The social distribution 

of crime and deviance by age, ethnicity, gender, locality and social class including recent patterns and 

trends in crime. Theory of Methods–The distinction between primary and secondary data and 

quantitative and qualitative data. 



5. The Pastoral Programme 

The morning tutor period is integral to the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of our 

students. There is a carefully designed weekly schedule of activities: 

 
The books selected for the Guided Reading session cover a range of issues from moral issues to 

spiritual experiences and explore different cultures from across Britain and the world. The tutor 

programme is part of the RSHE spiral curriculum which incorporates British values and SMSC. There is 

a weekly plan combining the theme of the week, thoughts for the week and religious quotations for 

discussion, always in the context of global events. An example of one week is below: 

 
The tutor session engenders the theme and quotations through discussion-based tasks which are 

recorded by the tutor on a Google Form so there is a collection of Student Voice activities 

incorporated. The weekly assembly is focussed on the theme of that week and encourages 

compassion as well as deep thought and awareness. The combined programme intends to inspire the 

students to be curious about the community, country, and world they live in. 

Examples of additional weekly themes include: 

• Atonement 

• Resilience 

• Gender equality 

• Empathy 

• Climate 

• Careers 

• Democracy 

• Diversity 

• Campaigning 

• Tolerance 

• Protest 

• Poverty 

• Press Freedom 

• Disease 
• Courage 

• Pride 

 
The Pastoral Team is crucial to student development. Each group is led by an Achievement 

Coordinator and an Assistant Principal who, together, set the standards, expectations and tone for the 



year group within the Academy culture. These teams are supported by the Pastoral Director and 

Deputy Pastoral Director. The latter runs intervention groups to support moral development with 

students who struggle with meeting the Academy expectations. 

 
6. Student Voice and Student Leadership 

The Academy has an established and democratically elected student leadership team and student 

council. Students in the upper school are actively encouraged to apply to join the prefect team which 

works to support both students and teaching staff. 

The Senior Student Leadership Team consists of the Head Boy and Girl, the Deputy Head Boy and Girl, 

plus the six House Captains (two for each house). Half termly meetings between the student 

leadership and School leadership provide a platform for student-driven issues to be recognised and 

acted upon. 

The three student councils are house-based with cross-year group representation. Two students from 

each year are voted for by their peers having nominated themselves and are led by the two House 

captains and their deputies. 

An annual student survey provides students with the opportunity to contribute to the Academy elf- 

evaluation Form and Academy Development Plan. 

7. Academy Days, Activity Week and Educational trips 

Twice during the year, the timetable is suspended and students are taken on trips to a range of 

attractions to broaden their cultural experience. They may also have the opportunity to work with 

visiting Primary School children or participate in RSHE or First Aid workshops. 

After the public examinations have been completed in the summer, the timetable is paused to allow 

for the Activity Week. This allows for a huge range of cultural, moral, social and spiritual development 

activities. Students have the opportunity to go away on a residential trip to work on team-building, 

understanding their strengths and weaknesses or simply finding their courage. The Activity Week 

includes cross-phase opportunities for students to work together on cross-curricular projects, to 

prompt their curiosity and wonder to see how subjects link outside the context of an academic 

curriculum pursued in a classroom. The range of activities can be seen in the example below 

(prevented by the Covid pandemic in 2020). 
 

Other school trips include theatre trips, skiing breaks, visiting Spain and France with the MfL faculty 

and a range of Sporting events. There have also been cultural tours to Berlin (2017) and Krakow 

(2019). 

8. Academy Enrichment programme 



Students in Year 7-10 and 12-13 have enrichment twice a week. Students choose an area of interest to 

them and work collaboratively with other students from diverse backgrounds to achieve shared goals. 

Students in Years 9,10 and 11 can participate in the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. The 
programmes are at three progressive levels which, if successfully completed, lead to a Bronze, Silver or 

Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 

Students are offered the opportunity to become members of the Combined Cadet Force (CCF), a 
Ministry of Defence sponsored youth organisation in the United Kingdom. It aims to provide a 

disciplined organisation in a school so that students may develop powers of leadership by means of 

training to promote the qualities of responsibility, self-reliance, resourcefulness, endurance and 

perseverance. 

Sports Leaders groups work with local primary schools to provide younger children the opportunity to 

participate in sporting activity using facilities that are not available to them in their own setting. 

Students volunteer as paired readers to go into local primary schools to support the development of 

literacy. 

9. National and International Events – General Elections 

At each national election, students have themed tutor activities about the issues and the different 

viewpoints of a range of political party. They are able to participate in a mock election, held on the 

same day as the national election, being carefully instructed on how to use the voting paper so as not 

to spoil their ballot. 

The tutor programme is flexible which allows extra topics to be included in response to national or 

global events which have piqued the students’ interest. 


