Quest6 Sixth Form
Subject Handbook

Applied Art and Design
Awarding Body: AQA
Minimum Entry Requirements
In addition to the main entry requirements a proven interest in, and aptitude for, the subject.

Course Content
The Advanced GCEs in Applied Art and Design have been designed to form qualifications
which provide knowledge and understanding of this vocational area. They are ideal
qualifications for those candidates who want a broad background in Art and Design which
will allow them to progress to further or higher education, training or employment.
Unit 1: Investigation of 2D visual language
Unit 2: Investigation of 3D visual language
Unit 3: Working to a brief
Unit 7: Application and development of 2D visual language
Unit 8: Application and development of 3D visual language
Unit 9: Working to self-identified briefs

Assessment
Assessment is designed to give credit for what students can do as well as what they know and
understand. It is based both on portfolio evidence which is marked by the centre and
moderated by AQA and external assessments which are set and marked by AQA.
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A Level Biology
Awarding Body: AQA
Minimum Entry Requirements
In addition to the main entry requirements, students must have at least 6 at GCSE level in
Science and Additional Science or 6 in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
Course Content
The new A-levels in Biology will be linear qualifications. All assessments for A-level will take
place at the end of the course.
This interesting and challenging subject covers essential biological principles in relevant
contexts e.g. Heart disease, Cystic fibrosis. You will acquire scientific knowledge and
understanding, and will develop skills of analysis and application.
A2 Level
•
•
•

Paper 1: 2hrs (35%)
Paper 2: 2hrs (35%)
Paper 3: 2hrs (30%)

Science Practical Endorsement – students will be given a pass or fail depending of a series of
compulsory practicals and how they carry out independent practical work.
Overall, a minimum of 10% of the marks across the three papers will be awarded for
mathematics at Level 2 or above.
The paper will include questions that target the conceptual and theoretical understanding of
experimental methods.
Assessment
The course will be 100% externally marked in the form of examination at the end of year 13.
As mentioned above, the practical assessment is done by the teacher and is pass or fail.
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BTEC Level 3 Business (Extended Diploma)
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements
The main entry requirements as stated.
Course Information
This is a vocational course and is assessed internally by coursework, controlled assessment
and examinations. Students must have the ability to understand and apply business
concepts, conduct varied research to support their studies and work independently.

Course Content

Unit 1: Exploring Business
Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign
Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance
*Unit 14: Investigating customer service

*These are optional units and are subject to change based on the pathway being followed
(eg, Law, Finance, or Marketing)

Assessment
A combination of internal and external assessments throughout the course.
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A Level Chemistry
Awarding Body: OCR Chemistry A
Minimum Entry Requirements
In addition to the main entry requirements, students must have at least 6 at GCSE level in
Science and Additional Science or 6 in GCSE Chemistry, Biology and Physics.
Course Content
There are six modules:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry
Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry
Module 3 – Periodic table and energy
Module 4 – Core organic chemistry
Module 5 – Physical chemistry and transition elements
Module 6 – Organic chemistry and analysis

Assessment
Paper 1 : Periodic table, elements and physical chemistry (01) 2 hour 15 mins 37%
Paper 2 : Synthesis and analytical techniques (02) 2 hours 15 mins 37%
Paper 3 : Unified Chemistry 1 hour 30 mins (03) 26%

Students gain practical skills throughout the course. These are assessed in the written examinations
and in the Practical Endorsement.
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A Level Design Technology: Product Design
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements
Grade 6 at GCSE Design Technology
Course Information
This Design and Technology course gives students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge
and confidence to succeed in a number of careers, especially those in the creative
industries. They will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic
influences on design and technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put their learning in to
practice by producing prototypes of their choice. Students will gain a real understanding of
what it means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge and skills sought by Higher
Education and employers.
Course Content
Year 12
Students will use their experiences from Year 11 to enhance their making skills, completing
a variety of protoypes including a modern speaker system, as well as improve their
presentation skills by creating a portfolio using a variety of computing skills. With this,
students will enhance their theory practice and will be introduced to new manufacturing
processes in the world of design and technology.
Year 13
Students will complete a 35 page A3 portfolio and prototype. This piece of work is worth 50%
of their A-Level and will contribute to any evidence needed for Universities when needing to
demonstrate documentation for design and making skills. Students will then complete two
exams which are in the theme of ‘Technical principles’ (30%) and ‘Design & make principles’
(20%).
Specific Requirements and Skills Required
• Ability to develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by
contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding.
•

Ability to explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and
processes, reviewing and refining ideas as work develops.

•

Ability to record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting
critically on work and progress.
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•

Ability to present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and,
where appropriate, makes connections between visual and other elements.

Progression
The most common progression from Design Technology is on to courses in Product Design,
Engineering and Manufacture, Construction, Advertising, Graphic Design, Architecture and
all other Design related careers. In addition, Design Technology has strong links with other
Science, Engineering and Mathematics based careers.
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A Level Drama and Theatre Studies
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements: Grade 6 at GCSE Drama is preferable. Students wishing to
study Drama afresh, potentially without having had the opportunity of studying the subject
at GCSE level, will also be considered, at the discretion of the Head of Performing Arts
Faculty.
Course Content:
Drama and Theatre Studies is an engaging, creative and thought provoking subject. Students
will develop a variety of dramatic and theatrical skills - including performing, directing and
critical evaluation - alongside an understanding and appreciation of drama and theatre in a
social, cultural and historical context.
Unit 1: Devised Drama (40% of the qualification)
Unit 2: Scripted Drama (20% of the qualification)
Unit 3: Exploration of Set Performance and Theatre Review (40% of the qualification)
Assessment: The course is assessed in a variety of different ways, covering a range of
learning styles. Unit 1 is assessed through a submitted portfolio alongside a devised
performance. Unit 2 is assessed through either a scripted performance, one being in a group
whilst the other is a monologue. Whilst Unit 3 is a paper exam testing your directing and
acting skills around a set text as well as reviewing a live piece of theatre. A strong
knowledge of theatre practitioners will play a strong part in all of the assessment.
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A Level Economics
Awarding body: AQA
Minimum Entry Requirements: In addition to the main entry requirements as stated
students must have the ability to write fluently and a minimum of a grade 6 in English
Language or English Literature and grade 5 in Maths.
This course will encourage you to:
•
•
•
•

Develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the study of economics.
Appreciate the contribution of economics to the understanding of the wider economic
and social environment
Deepen your understanding of a range of concepts and acquire an ability to use these
concepts in a variety of different contexts
Use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the study of economics and
develop an ability to think as an economist

Course content and structure
YEAR
12

Theme 1
The Operation of markets and
market failure

Theme 2
The National Economy in a
Global Context
YEAR
13

Theme 3
Individuals, firms, markets and
market failure

Theme 4
The National and International
Economy

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nature of economics
How markets work
Market failure
Government Intervention
Measures of economic performance
Aggregate demand and supply
National income
Economic growth
Macroeconomic objectives and policies
Business growth
Business objectives
Revenues, costs and profits
Market structures
Labour market
Government intervention
International economics
Poverty and inequality
Emerging and developing economies
The financial sector
Role of the state in the macro-economy
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A Level English Literature
Awarding Body: AQA
Minimum Entry Requirements: The main entry requirements are a grade 6 in English
Language or a grade 6 in English Literature.
Course Information
This is a two year course based on the exploration of reading processes in an interesting and
enriching way to approach literary texts. This qualification prepares students for
employment in a range of fields where analytical and communication skills play a vital role.
Students can progress to higher education or professional development programmes.
Year 1
Aspects of Narrative
60% of AS, 30% of A level
Four texts for study: two novels (at least one post 1990) and two poetry texts 1800 -1845.
Dramatic Genres
40% of AS, 20% of A level
At least two texts for study within dramatic genre of Comedy.
Students will produce a portfolio of written coursework.
Year 2
Texts and Genres
30% of total A level
Three texts for study including a t least one text 1300-1800
Elements of Gothic or Elements of the Pastoral will be studied.

Further and Independent Reading
At least three texts for study including one pre-released anthology of critical material.
Students will produce a portfolio of written coursework.
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A Level French
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements
Grade 6 at GCSE (full course) level, in ALL four units taken.
Course Information
The Advanced GCE in French has been designed to encourage a love of learning French and is
ideal for those students interested in engaging with the changing social, historical and political
context and culture of France and other francophone countries. The qualification encourages
students to engage with modern French society through the reading and analysis of French
literature and cinema as well as encouraging them to educate themselves on the traditions,
customs and culture of the wider Francophone world. This combined with a rigorous
approach to grammar and translation allows students to learn French alongside developing
other key skills necessary for further and higher education and employment.

Course Content
Theme 1: Changing French society
Theme 2: Political and Artistic culture in Francophone countries
Theme 3: Immigration and French multicultural society
Theme 4: France during the Second World War.
Assessment
The Advanced GCE in French consists of two externally examined papers assessing listening,
reading and writing and a non-examined assessment assessing speaking. The speaking
assessment is externally set and conducted by a teacher.
Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (externally examined)
Paper 2: Written response to works and translation (externally examined)
Paper 3: Speaking (internally assessed)
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A Level Geography
Awarding Body: AQA
Minimum Entry Requirements
Students who have studied Geography at GCSE will require at least a grade 6.
Students who have not studied Geography at GCSE may be considered if they fulfil the
following requirements: a minimum of a grade 6 in English Language or English Literature, or
a grade 6 in double award Science and/or another Humanities subject (History, Sociology,
Religious Education and/or Citizenship).
Students should have confidence in the interpretation and analysis of numerical and graphical
data. They should have the ability to consider evidence from a critical perspective and write
fluently about their conclusions. Students should have an enquiring mind with an active
interest in contemporary events, they should enjoy research and be thoughtful of alternate
perspectives.
Course Content and Assessment
Year 12: AS-Level
Component 1: Physical Geography and People and the Environment (1 hour 30 minutes
written examination).
Section A – Coastal Systems and Landscapes
Section B – Contemporary Urban Environments
Component 2: Human Geography and Geographical Fieldwork Investigation (1 hour 30
minutes written examination).
Section A – Changing Places
Section B – Geographical Fieldwork Investigation and Skills (a minimum of 2 days fieldwork)
Year 13 – A-Level
Component 1: Physical Geography (2 hour 30 minutes written examination)
Section A – Water and Carbon Cycles
Section B – Coastal Systems and Landscapes (AS)
Section C - Hazards
Component 2: Human Geography (2 hour 30 minutes written examination)
Section A – Global Systems and Global Governance
Section B – Changing Places (AS)
Section C - Contemporary Urban Environments (AS)
Component 3: Geographical Fieldwork Investigation (3000-4000 word report)
A guided individual research project on a question or issue from any part of the
specification. Must include data collection and active field research (4 days minimum)
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A Level Politics
Awarding Body: AQA
Minimum Entry Requirements
The main entry requirements are at least a Grade 6 in English Literature or English
Language, and a Grade 6 in another Humanities subject (History, Geography, Religious
Education and/or Citizenship).
Students should have the ability to consider evidence and draw conclusions. They should
also have the ability to write fluently and analyse effectively. They should have an inquiring
mind and enjoy research and be able to view events from differing perspectives.

Course Information
Politics is designed to encourage students to develop their critical thinking skills and enhance
their ability to interpret, evaluate and comment on the nature of politics. Students acquire
knowledge of the structures of authority and power within the political system of the United
Kingdom and are encouraged to think and debate more widely about how other political
systems may differ.
Course Content
Unit 1: People, Politics and Participation (1 hour 30 minute written examination)
Unit 2: Governing Modern Britain (1 hour 30 minute written examination)
Unit 3: The Politics of the USA or Ideologies (1 hour 30 minute written examination)
Unit 4: The Government of the USA or Ideologies in Action (1 hour 30 minute written
examination)
Assessment
Examination. Structured answers and essays.
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A Level History
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements
Students who have studied History at GCSE will require at least a grade 6.
In addition to the main entry requirements as stated students must have the ability to write
fluently and a minimum of a grade 6 in English Language or English Literature.
Students should have the ability to consider evidence and draw conclusions. They should
also have the ability to write fluently and analyse effectively. They should have an inquiring
mind and enjoy research and be able to view events from differing historical perspectives.

Course Content
Paper 1: Germany and West Germany, 1918-89
Paper 2: The Rise and Fall of Fascism in Italy, 1911-46
Paper 3: Rebellion and disorder under The Tudors, 1485-1603
Paper 4: Historical Enquiry (over a 100 year period): How far Germany was responsible for
the First World War.

Assessment
Three written exams at the end of Year 13, with one piece of submitted coursework.
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BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Information Technology
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements
The main entry requirements as stated.

Course Information
This is a vocational course and is assessed internally by coursework, through controlled
assessment and a small proportion of examinations. Students must have the ability to
understand and apply concepts in information technology, conduct research to support their
studies and work independently.

Course Content
Year 1
Unit 1: Information Technology Systems
Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage Information
Unit 3: Using Social Media in Business
Year 2
Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage Information
Unit 6: Website Development

Assessment
A combination of internal and external assessments throughout the course.
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A Level Mathematics
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements
Minimum Grade 7 at GCSE Mathematics (GCSE Further Mathematics is not considered).
Course Content
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:
- understand mathematics and mathematical processes in a way that promotes
confidence, fosters enjoyment and provides a strong foundation for progress to
further study
- extend their range of mathematical skills and techniques
- apply mathematics in other fields of study and be aware of the relevance of
mathematics to the world of work and to situations in society in general
- generalise mathematically and construct mathematical proofs
- use their mathematical skills and techniques to solve challenging problems that
require them to decide on the solution strategy
- represent situations mathematically and understand the relationship between
problems in context and mathematical models that may be applied to solve them
- draw diagrams and sketch graphs to help explore mathematical situations and
interpret solutions
- use technology such as calculators and computers effectively and recognise when
their use may be inappropriate
Assessment
The course comprises of 100% externally assessed examinations, sat at the end of two years.
A level Mathematics
Paper 1:
Pure Mathematics
33%, 2 hours, 100 marks
Paper 2:
Pure Mathematics
33%, 2 hours, 100 marks
Paper 3:
Statistics and Mechanics
33%, 2 hours, 100 marks

Any pure content can be
assessed on either paper

Section A: Statistics (50 marks)
Section B: Mechanics (50 marks)
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AS Level Mathematics
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements:
A Grade 6 at GCSE Mathematics (only possible if entered into the Higher GCSE tier in Year 11)
Course Content
The aims and objectives are exactly the same as the A-Level Mathematics course however,
only half of the content is covered: AS students will be studying the same topics that the
A-Level Maths students cover in Year 12, over a period of two years.
This course is being offered in recognition of the importance and value of Mathematics as
a post-16 qualification with regards to broadening career and university options, and will
be a fourth bolt-on option to the equivalent of 3 full A-Levels (or two BTECs).

Assessment
The course comprises of 100% externally assessed examinations, sat at the end of two years.
AS level Mathematics
Paper 1:
Pure Mathematics
62.5%, 2 hours, 100 marks
Paper 2:
Statistics and Mechanics
37.5%, 1 hour 15 minutes, 60 marks
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A Level Physics
Awarding Body: AQA
Minimum Entry Requirement
In addition to the main entry requirements, students must have at least 6 at GCSE level in
Science and Additional Science, or 6 in GCSE Chemistry, Biology and Physics, along with a
grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics.

Course Content
The course is divided into eight modules and one option module that take into account the
needs of different groups of students, whether they will study Physics beyond A-level or not.
It aims to make students more aware of the relevance of Physics to their everyday lives and
to show the importance of Physics as a human endeavour that interacts with social,
philosophical, economic and industrial matters.
The six modules are:
•

1 Measurements and their errors

•

2 Particles and radiation

•

3 Waves

•

4 Mechanics and materials

•

5 Electricity

•

6 Further mechanics and thermal physics

•

7 Fields and their consequences

•

8 Nuclear physics

Assessment
Students are assessed by a combination of three external written examinations covering all
units at the end of Year 13.
There is also an assessment on practical skills but this does not count towards the final grade
and is reported separately as either pass or fail.
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A Level Psychology
Awarding Body: AQA
Minimum Entry Requirements
The main entry requirements are at least a Grade 6 in English Literature or English
Language, and a Grade 6 in another Humanities subject (History, Geography, Sociology,
Religious Education and/or Citizenship).
Students should have the ability to consider evidence and draw conclusions. They should
also have the ability to write fluently and analyse effectively. They should have an inquiring
mind and enjoy research and be able to view events from differing perspectives.

Course Content
Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology
Paper 2: Psychology in Context
Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology

Psychology is a highly cross-disciplinary subject, meaning it is highly complementary to
pupils wishing to study not only Psychology at university, but also other humanities, literary
and/or science focused courses.
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A Level RS: Philosophy and Ethics
Awarding Body: OCR
Minimum Entry Requirements
The main entry requirements are a Grade 6 in English Language or a Grade 6 in English
Literature.
Course Information
This is a two year course based on the exploration of philosophical and ethical theory. This
qualification prepares students for employment in a variety of fields where sound
judgement and clear communication play a central role. Students successful in this course
of study will develop the skills to progress to higher education or professional development
programmes.
Course Content

Year 1
H173/01: Philosophy of Religion
-

Philosophical Language and Thought
The Existence of God
God and the World

H173/02: Religious Ethics
-

Normative Ethical Theories: Religious Approaches
Normative Ethical Theories
Applied Ethics

H173/03: Developments in Christian thought
-

Insight
Foundations
Living

Examined as 50% of A level
Year 2
H573/01: Philosophy of Religion
-

Theological and Philosophical Developments
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-

Religious Language: Negative, Analogical or symbolic
Religious Language: Twentieth Century Perspectives

H573/02: Religious Ethics
-

Ethical Language: Meta Ethics
Significant ideas
Developments in Ethical Thought

H573/03: Content of Developments in Christian Thought
-

Development
Society
Challenges

Examined as 50% of a level
Assessment
Year 1: 1 hour 15 minute written paper for each unit (Religion and philosophy, Religion and
Ethics and Content of Developments in Christian thought)
Year 2: 2 hour written paper for each unit (Religion and philosophy, Religion and Ethics and
Content of Developments in Christian thought)
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BTEC Nationals in Applied Science (Diploma)
Awarding Body: Pearson
Minimum Entry Requirements
The main entry requirements as stated.
Course Information
The course is aimed at students who want to continue their education through applied
learning and prepares students for a range of higher education courses and jobs related to
the science and technology sector. This is a vocational course and is assessed using a
combination of assessment styles which aim to give students the confidence that they can
apply their knowledge to the workplace. Students must have the ability to understand and
apply scientific concepts, conduct independent research to support their studies and to meet
strict deadlines. They will benefit from studying a wide range of scientific topics on everything
from genetics to electricity and will have the opportunity to develop both their theoretical
and practical skill sets.
Course Content
Mandatory Units
Unit 1: Principles and Application of Science I
Unit 2: Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
Unit 3: Science Investigation Skills
Unit 4: Laboratory Techniques and their application
Unit 5: Principles and Applications of Science II
Unit 6: Investigative Project.
Optional Units Include:
Unit 8: Physiology of Human Body Systems
Unit 9: Human Regulation and Reproduction
Unit 11: Genetics and Genetic Engineering
Unit 13: Applications of Inorganic Chemistry
Unit 15: Electrical Circuits and their Application
Unit 22: Materials Science
Unit 23: Forensic Evidence, Collection and Analysis.
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Assessment
Units 2, 4, and 6 are all internally marked assignments. Units 1 and 5 are externally marked
written exams. Unit 3 is a task set and marked externally. Units 1, 3, 5 and 6 must be passed
for learners to complete the qualification.
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A Level Sociology
Awarding Body: AQA
Minimum Entry Requirements
Students who have studied Sociology at GCSE will require at least a grade 6.
Students who have not studied Sociology GCSE will be considered if they fulfil the following
requirements: a minimum of a grade 6 in English Language or English Literature, and a grade
6 in another Humanities subject (History, Religious Education and/or Citizenship).
Students should have the ability to consider evidence and draw conclusions. They should
also have the ability to write fluently and analyse effectively. They should have an inquiring
mind and enjoy research and be able to view events from differing perspectives.

Course Information
Students will acquire knowledge of contemporary social processes and social changes.
Students will be encouraged to develop their own Sociological awareness through active
engagement with the contemporary social world.

Course Content
Unit 1: Education with Theory and Methods
Unit 2: Topics in Sociology – Families and Households and Beliefs in Society.
Unit 3: Beliefs in Society, Global Developments, Mass Media and Power and Politics.
Unit 4: Crime and Deviance, with Theory and Research Methods.

Assessment
Examination. Structured answers and essays.
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A Level Spanish
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements
Grade 6 at GCSE (full course) level, in ALL four units taken.
Course Information
The Advanced GCE in Spanish has been designed to encourage a love of learning Spanish and
is ideal for those students interested in engaging with the social, historical and political
context of Spain and other Hispanic countries. The qualification encourages students to
engage with modern Spanish society through the reading and analysis of Spanish literature
and cinema, as well as engaging with online media. Further analysis of the customs, festivals
and cultures of the wider Hispanic world will enable students to develop a broad
understanding of what it means to be a Spanish speaker. This combined with a rigorous
approach to grammar and translation allows students to learn Spanish alongside other key
skills necessary for further and higher education and employment.

Course Content
Theme 1: Changing Spanish society.
Theme 2: Political and Artistic culture in the Hispanic world.
Theme 3: Immigration and Spanish multicultural society.
Theme 4: Franco’s dictation and the transition to democracy.
Assessment
The Advanced GCE in Spanish consists of two externally examined papers assessing
listening, reading and writing and a non-examined assessment assessing speaking. The
speaking assessment is externally set and conducted by a teacher.
Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (externally examined)
Paper 2: Written response to works and translation (externally examined)
Paper 3: Speaking (internally assessed)
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BTEC Nationals in Sport (Diploma)
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Minimum Entry Requirements
The main entry requirements as stated. A BTEC Sport L2 is desirable
Course Information
An exciting two-year Level 3 Sports course, which investigates different aspects of Sport and
how it has developed over time. There are a variety of units ranging from Anatomy and
Physiology to Sports Psychology, offering students the opportunity to move forward into
higher education or employment in the vocational sector.
Course Content
Mandatory Units
Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology
Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being
Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry
Unit 4: Sports Industry
Unit 6: Sports Psychology
Unit 8: Coaching for Performance
Unit 28: Sports Performance Analysis
Additional Units
These can change depending on cohort and student selection.
Unit 5: Application of Fitness Testing
Unit 26: Technical and Tactical demands of Sport
Unit 27: The Athletes Lifestyle
Assessment
Units 1 and 2 will be assessed externally through an exam, all other units will be will be
assessed internally, through a teacher-assessed portfolio.
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