
The Quest Academy was honoured 
with a visit from Rt Hon Tobias Ellwood 
MP, Minister of Defence for People and 
Veterans.  

On Thursday 23rd May, the Minister 
visited the Academy to see the work of 
the active and ever-expanding 
Combined Cadet Force (CCF) 
contingent, one of the many and 
extensive extra-curricular activities on 
offer at the Academy (see page 5). 

Students from both the army and navy 
cadet units, gave a presentation to RT 
Hon Tobias Ellwood detailing the 
broad range of opportunities and 
activities that they’ve had the privilege 
of enjoying as part of their 
commitment to CCF. This was followed 

by a question and answer session with 
the Minister. 

When asked what the hardest thing 
was about the job, The Rt Hon Thomas 
Ellwood replied passionately about his 
dedication to supporting the nation’s 
veterans, referencing the D-Day 
Landings by saying, “It’s thanks to the 
heroism and strength of our 
grandparents and great grandparents 
that we have the freedoms we enjoy 
today.” He went on to say, “We must 
look after and support our veterans. 
We must make sure they have homes 
and make sure they are well – both 
physically and mentally.” 

When asked if he had any advice to 
offer the cadets, he replied, “That spirit 

of leadership, determination, 
teamwork and resilience is alive in you 
all today and through CCF you’re 
learning skills you may not even have 
been aware of. I encourage you to 
keep at it; keep going on this journey 
of self-discovery.” 
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Defence Minister Visits Croydon Academy

As the academic 
year draws to a close 
it is customary to 
look back on the 
year. 

This year we have: 
� launched the Quest 7 Year Journey that

develops the whole student
� developed a pioneering Activities Week
� doubled our international trips and

visits programme
� been oversubscribed in years 7 & 12
� achieved a positive progress 8 score for

the third year in a row
� achieved the third best A level progress

score in Croydon

� seen some fanstastic sports teams’ 
results, winning a number of trophies

Next year we intend to: 
� introduce a reading period in KS3 to

cement a life long love of reading 
� redesign our PHSCE curriculum to 

ensure it is relevant and stimulating
� increase the number of options we 

have in the sixth form
� facilitate more students studying both 

languages and humanities in KS4
� improve the diversity of options offered 

in our enrichment programme
� continue to invest in cutting edge 

technology to promote the best 
teaching and learning

� think about how we develop character
education so that all of our students
develop our core values

Thank you for your support of the 
Academy; partnership really is important 
to us. 

I’d also like to publicy thank all the staff fior 
all of their hard work with your children 
and wish you all a pleasant summer break. 

Best wishes, 

Mr A Crofts 

Principal’s Message



Quest Academy Announces New  
Senior Student Leadership Team
Congratulations go to our new Head Girl 
and Boy: Idorenyin Akpan and Abutalib 
Hussain 
 
And also to their three deputies:  
Zain Hasmi, Aleyna Aydinlar, Akash 
Vivekanandan. 
 
This year saw a record number of 
applications to become Head Girl and 
Boy, which made for a hugely 
competitive election campaign and 
interview process. 
 
Having firstly written a letter of 
application, all potential candidates 
were required to produce a manifesto 

to present to students and staff. A 
student and staff vote based solely on 
anonymised manifestoes produced a 
short list of students who were then 
interviewed for the top 
posts. 
 
Joining our Senior Student 
Leadership Team as 
student representatives 
will be our House Captains 
and deputies, senior 
prefects, Year 11 prefects 
and student council 
members all to be 
unveiled at the start of the 

new academic year. 
 
R Houghton
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Galactic Challenge

Key Stage 3 students represented The 
Quest Academy in the ‘Galactic Challenge’ 
sponsored by the UK space agency and  
hosted by Riddlesdown Collegiate.  
 
A total of 10 Croydon schools were in 
attendance and they were paired to form 
five teams. The Quest Academy was 
paired with Riddlesdown to form team 
‘Gaius Galactic’. 
 
The challenge was to design a spaceship 
that will take humans to the planet Mars 
by the year 2060. They were also 

challenged to come up with 
an idea of how to create a 
similar or better living 
environment on Mars as 
would be obtainable on the 
Earth then. They were tasked 
to consider; size, capacity, 
speed, cost and budget. 
 
After the presentation, Team 
Gaius Galactic came top as the overall 
best. They said their ship will be flying to 
and from Mars every 8 days (so get 
ready!)  

The students received their winning 
certificate at the end of the event with 
medals to follow.  
 
A Olii

The challenge for the group of Year 
seven students identified as gifted and 
talented in humanities is to produce a 
project of their own design based on 
the life and history of Winston Churchill.   
 
In order to achieve this, they visited 
Chartwell to see the recently opened 
National Trust property’s new 
permanent exhibition, ‘A History of 
Winston Churchill in 50 Objects.’ 
Focussing on his life, this exhibition 
gives an insight into the world of one of 
Britain’s greatest leaders. It includes 
Churchill’s own cherished possessions. 
 
The 50 objects, taken from the stores at 
Chartwell, include personal mementoes 
such as photos and private letters, along 
with gifts that Churchill received from 
family, friends and political contacts. 

Our students enjoyed exploring the new 
outdoor contemporary art trail, “Who 
Was Winston Churchill?”, with large scale 
installations in the garden, reflecting 
different stories and sides of the man as 
they walked through the beautiful 
Chartwell grounds to Churchill’s studio. 
 
The studio is teeming with Churchill 
canvasses, most unframed and in 
various stages of completion. 
 
Erected in the 1930s, the studio became 
a favourite refuge for Churchill. When he 
was not outdoors, he was in the studio. 
 
The recognisable landscapes from 
Chartwell drew our students’ interest, as 
did landscapes Churchill worked on 
during his travels to Egypt, Paris and  
Marrakech. 

Members of the group asked questions 
of the curator, ‘What motivated Churchill 
to paint?’, ‘What were his favourite 
subjects and why? 
 
We now look forward to their own 
creations. 
 
L Mcleod

Gifted & Talented – Greatest Leader Project
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GCSE Art Showcase

Art department visit

The art department hosted a visit in 
conjunction with the Sanderstead Arts 
Society. Acclaimed artist. Benjamin Senior 
conducted a full day painting workshop 
with the Year 9 cohort. 
 
The day proved to be very productive and 
gave the GCSE students a fresh insight into 
alternative approaches to painting.  
 
The students were all very happy with the 
workshop and quite proud of the work 
created over the course of the day.  
 
As the students lead into Year 10, the work 
created during Year 9 will allow them to 
further expand their skill set and create a 
body of work that is constantly developing 
and improving throughout the course.  
 
Artist visits are integral to the development 
of the students’ work and not only create a 
space for the students to make work but 
also allow the students to meet with artists 
from the community.  
 
The teachers and students of the Art 
Department would like to extend a sincere 
thank you to Ben and his team for a great 
day. 
 
E Barry

A Level Art Showcase
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Between Friday 28th June and Monday 
1st July, the year 12 A level Geography 
students conducted fieldwork in 
Swanage, Dorset.  

After arrival, students went straight to 
Swanage beach to get familiar with their 
fieldwork techniques and use the 
equipment. They investigated the 
effectiveness of the coastal 
management at the coast.  

On Saturday, the students went to the 
National Trust area of Studland Bay and 
investigated sand dune succession. This 
involved doing a transects along the 
length of the sand dune, analysis the pH 
of the soil, infiltration rates, vegetation 
cover and change in angle. The students 

then did a 3 hour walk back to the 
centre and looking at the landforms 
created by coastal erosion including 
with the world famous cave, stack and 
stump formation which was Old Harry 
and his Wife!  

On Sunday the students looked at 
coastal management the council had 
implemented to protect the area. 
Students carried out beach profiles 
(looking at the angle of the beach and 
how destructive the waves are), wave 
count, groyne profiles (to look at the rate 
of longshore drift) and direction of the 
waves (which was difficult to measure as 
a seagull stole the apple which is used 
as a floating device to measure this!)  

In the afternoon, students looked at the 
land use of the town and conducted 
questionnaires. It was a fantastic 
weekend (with superb weather!) which 
students really enjoyed and will use all 
the data they have collected to write an 
individual investigation as part of their A 
level course.  

S Hollis

A Level Geography Fieldwork in Swanage

Liverpool is a 
city where 
you can be 
yourself. It's a 
city of creative 
types, music 
lovers, culture 
addicts and 
friendly faces. 

Liverpool is a city and metropolitan borough in North West 
England, with an estimated population of 491,500. Its 
metropolitan area is the fifth-largest in the UK, with a population 
of 2.24 million in 2011. The local authority is Liverpool City 
Council, the most populous local government district in the 
metropolitan county of Merseyside and the largest in the 
Liverpool City Region.  

The famous Albert Docks dating back to 1839 cannot be missed, 
as it is a significant landmark in British history as it reminds us that 
Liverpool was once an important global port.  

All students were accommodated at Hope University Liverpool. 
Hope is the main teaching campus and is situated in Childwall, a 
leafy suburb of Liverpool. The campus is a mini educational village 
with places to live, work, study, eat and relax. 

Our programme for the four days was packed with going on a bus 
tour around Liverpool, Ghost tour, Anfield Liverpool Football Club, 
museums, the docks, music workshop at LIPA, a meal at the 
Refinery and finally at Royden Park to watch “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” and a lot more.  

We must thank Mark Ellis and Justine Marcham from 
NCOP/Aimhigher London for organising this wonderful trip. 

M D’Mello 

Geography Trip to Stratford

On Friday 10th May, the Year 10 Geography students visited 
Stratford in London to begin their preparations for the fieldwork 
requirement of their GCSE exam in 2020. The students visited 
Stratford to compare the quality of life in two contrasting areas. 
Their aim for the day was to investigate how and why quality of 
life varies in Stratford.  

The students were investigating the different challenges the area 
is still facing and how the quality of life varies between two 
different sites (Carpenters Estate and the Olympic Village). For 
each site, the students completed typical fieldwork techniques in 
order to help them answer their enquiry question. This included 
an environmental quality assessment, crime risk assessment, 
perception survey, quality of life analysis and an annotated field 
sketch.  

Since returning to school, students have been working very hard 
presenting their results and writing up their findings in order to 
come to a conclusion ready for their exam next year.  

S Hollis

Liverpool Residential Trip
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CCF News

Few things unite us like success and 
this year’s challenging schedule was 
one that will live long in the memories 
of all of us at The Quest Academy CCF.  
 
In October we were able to extend 
congratulations to Corporal Ryan 
Donnelly, Lance Corporal Shanti 
Harbourne and Cadet Charlie Shine for 
completing the SNCO weekend in the 
Brecon Beacons. On Friday, 28th 
September over 30 army cadets 
between the ages of 14-18 
participated in the contingent’s SNCO 
selection weekend in the Brecon 
Beacons. The terrain of the Brecon 
Beacons and particularly Pen y Fan is 
nationally recognised for its challenge 
for military training. The cadets’ 
training was preceded by Field Day at 
Trinity School in which they 
participated in shooting, drill 
competitions, aircraft and field signal 
recognition and a very challenging 
stretcher race.  
 
Members of The Quest Academy CCF 
joined with Trinity School in the First 
Contingent at the Remembrance Day 
parade and then at the war memorial 
outside the Town Hall and at Croydon 
Minster. Senior cadets from The Quest 
Academy were selected to parade as 
part of the first contingent and to 
attend the service. Conducted by the 
Rt Revd Jonathan Clark, the Bishop of 
Croydon, the annual Civic Service of 
Remembrance was held at Croydon 
Minster at 11am, on Sunday November 
12, in conjunction with local branches 
of the Royal British Legion.  
Our next challenge was our February 
Initial Recruits training camp in Norfolk. 
Led by corporal Shanti Harbourne Julia 
Kolodziej Philippa Dalyrimple, Anne-

Marie Duggan and Isaak Lorint Julia 
Kolodziej, Shayan Alvani, Philippa 
Dalrymple, Anne-Marie Duggan, Kieran 
Greaves and Isaak Lorint all participated 
successfully in the range of military 
activities  
 
The next exciting stage of development 
for our cadets was the Junior Brecon 
camp at Easter. Our cadets showed more 
ambition than we have seen in previous 
camps and their discipline, hard work 
and intelligent responses have 
demonstrated some remarkable 
performances. Shanti Harbourne was 
promoted to the rank of sergeant and 
was the platoon commander for the 
range of fieldcraft exercises undertaken. 
Linda  
 
Cuellar Cadima, Anne-Marie Duggan 
Julia Kolodjiez and Isaak Lorint were 
promoted to the rank of Lance Corporal.  
On 23rd May we were honoured with a 
visit from Rt Hon Tobias Elwood MP, 
Minister of Defence for People and 
Veterans. Cadets from the army and the 
navy sections of our CCF gave a 
presentation of the activities that our 
CCF offers and he spoke to them of the 

importance of the skills and leadership 
that they develop as cadets. He also 
spoke of the importance of respecting 
our veterans and their achievements and 
of the need to look after them.  
This week we will be providing a range 
of exciting experiences for our year 
seven students. Led by Sergeant 
Donnelly, they will be able to learn about 
some of the fieldcraft and problem 
solving activities that cadets undertake.  
 
During August a residential trip will take 
place for students who currently serve as 
cadets, those who have participated in 
our pre-cadet training and others who 
would like to join the cadet force in the 
new academic year. This will involve the 
development of navigation, map reading 
and problem solving skills and will foster 
team building and a love of the 
outdoors. We look forward to telling you 
more about this in the new academic 
year and we hope that reading about 
our CCF inspires more pupils to wear the 
uniform of the CCF and see that there 
should be no limit to their success.  
 
Lt Mcleod  
Contingent Commander

Quest Students Enjoy Opera

Students across the Academy went on a trip to the Royal 
Opera House in Covent Garden to see a version of the 
largely successful Tosca.  
 
Pupils really got into the spectacular performance and were 
blown away by the venue itself. 
 
J Russell
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On Monday 15th July a small group 
of Year 9 & 10 students went to The 
Arch Climbing Centre, Acton. They 
had an hour’s introductory lesson to 
climbing and bouldering, and then 
some time to independently practice 
their skills.

Students spent a couple of days 
during Activities Week learning 
about the golden ratio, fractals and 
tessellations. They have created 
work both digitally and physically 
and have been working 
independently and collaboratively.  

The pieces produced built up a 
portfolio of works that was 
exhibited on the Thursday 
afternoon of Activities Week. The 
overall intention of the project was 
for the students to understand the 
interconnections of art, 
mathematics and life. 

A Havers

Art of 
Mathmetics Day 1 

Students had a productive day using ICT to 
create design and technology products. 
They were exposed to a variety of different 
materials and textures, learning how to use 
machinery and research skills for inspiration 
and ideas.  

Students designed images to be printed, 
using sublimation printing, to create 
personalised mugs. Students found the 
image they wanted to use, edited it using 
graphic editing software on computers, then 
flipped the image to become back-to-front.  

Students then went on to bake a variety of 
cupcakes, to sell for charity. Cakes baked 
included lemon drizzle, vanilla sponge, 
chocolate and raspberry and carrot cake. 
Students used research skills to find recipes 
and that of icing too.  

Day 2 
Students created picture frames in 
woodwork, ready to be painted and 

varnished. They used their maths skills to 
work out the angle to cut diagonally, in order 
to cut the four sides of the frame. They used 
hand saws and an electric wood cutter to do 
so. Students then pieced the pieces 
together, using glue, staples and saw dust to 
fill in any gaps, ready to add the finishing 
touches.  
Students also designed tickets and a poster 
to sell for the main event of Day 3, which was 
to showcase their products and sell set 
meals that they cooked. These meals were 
also planned and researched using ICT, for 
students to create a set menu. 

Students used 2D Design software to create 
an image/graphic, for a keyring. They then 
accessed the laser cutter to re-create 
keyrings designed, cutting them out of 
acrylic, forming a keyring. Using the same 
technology to design their mugs, students 
used their innovation and creative skills to 
design a logo for their own personalised t-
shirt.

Global Tech, DT meets ICT!

As part of the new experiences offered to our 
students during enrichment week, a group of 
year ten students visited Tate Britain. This is an 
art museum on Millbank in the City of 
Westminster in London. It is part of the Tate 
network of galleries in England, with Tate 
Modern, Tate Liverpool and Tate St Ives.  

Our first port of call was a visit to the galleries 
showing the work of Frank Bowling. The 

Guyana-born British artist studied alongside 
David Hockney and R.B. Kitaj in the early 
1960s, before making a name for himself in 
New York as both a painter and art critic. Now 
based in London, Frank Bowling continues his 
visionary approach that fuses abstraction with 
personal memories.  

Students then followed the timeline of 
exhibits from the sixteenth century but were 
drawn to the exhibits of the Harry and 
Djanogly gallery where they were given the 
opportunity to be creative and draw some 
sketches of the exhibits.  

This was a trip that gave lots of opportunity to 
learn and to be inspired by both 
contemporary works and those of the past. 
Our pupils felt that a date for a return visit to 
explore more of these wonderful works 
needs to be written into the diary.  

L Mcleod 

The Arch 
Climbing Centre

Quest Academy students visited the British 
Museum with the main focus on the Manga 
exhibition. 

Students were able to see the transition of one 
of the world’s fastest growing arts and cultures! 

Students explored Manga’s global appeal and cultural crossover, showcasing original 
Japanese Manga and its influence across the globe, from anime to ‘cosplay’ dressing up. 

C-A Cunningham

British Museum Visit

Visit to Tate Britain
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Year 9 Win 
the ACLT 
Charity 
Football 
Tournament!

On Sunday 19th May, the 
Quest Academy year 9 
football team represented 
the school at the KICK OFF 
@ 3, 7-A-SIDE football 
tournament, run in 
partnership with Afro 
Caribbean Leukaemia Trust 
(ACLT) and organised by 
the Police. 
 
The day was a great 
success with the year 9 
boys winning the U14 
competition after a nail 
biting penalty shoot-out in 
the final. A big shout out to 
Quest’s GK Cassius H who 
saved 3 out of the 4 
penalties he faced and to 
Matt A who won Player of 
the Tournament. 
 
The boys received a gold 
trophy for their victory, 
which will be placed in the 
display cabinet in 
reception. 
A big thank you must go to 
the school for paying the 
£25 entrance fee which 
goes straight to the ACLT 
charity. 
 
We dedicate this victory to 
Daniel De Gale and his 
family who have shown 
fantastic strength in raising 
awareness for this charity 
since the devastating loss 
of their son Daniel 10 years 
ago. 
 
Well done boys. 
 
R Wilder

The year 7 football team finished their season off in style 
winning the prestigious Croydon Cup for the first time in 
the school’s history after a hard fought 1-0 victory over 
Harris CP down at Whitfgift School. 
 
There was not much in it from the start and it was clear 
that it would be a very tight game between two 
impressive sides for this age group. Quest had the better 
chances in the first half with the first real chance falling to 
Pedro S who was unlucky not to score after his cross/shot 
looped over the Harris GK and cannoned off the crossbar. Harris briefly threatened at times in the 
first half, but Quest dealt with everything that was put on them. 
 
In the second half the game started to really open up. Quest had opportunities to score after 
finding themselves in some great attacking positions, but their decision making needed to be 
better at times to really take advantage.  
 
With 10 mins of the game to go, Quest took their chance! The ball was played into the box from a 
wide position. Harris failed to clear the ball and it fell to the feet of Pedro S who, on his starting 
debut, slotted home sending the Quest players and fans into jubilation. 
 
When the final whistle went there were joyous scenes with Quest parents running on the pitch 
to celebrate with their sons. A massive thank you must go to the Quest fans who turned up in 
huge numbers to cheer the boys on.  
 
R Wilder

On Tuesday 11th June, 15 girls from across Years 
8, 9 and 10 represented the Quest Academy 
against Royal Russell in a couple of friendly 
football matches. 
 
There were two 7 a-side matches which 
allowed the Quest girls to experience 
competitive football matches against two 
strong Royal Russell teams, which featured 
players from numerous professional football 
academies including Crystal Palace and Chelsea. 
 
Despite almost all of the Quest girls being 
beginners and most of the girls having never 
played a competitive game of football before, 
they displayed some real talent and more than 
held their own against the far more 
experienced Royal Russell players. 
 
Team 1 (year group): 
Andreea P (9), Izabelle B (9), Sophia B (8), Isabella 
B (9), Moonthaka D (9), Shay C (9), Hanifa B (9) 
 
Results:  
Royal Russell A 1-0 Quest Academy 
Royal Russell B 0-0 Quest Academy 
 

Team 2: 
Chloe HS (9), Iqueeno W (9), Radia NM (9), Carlita 
G (9), Serena A (10), Keeleigh B (9), Shammee H 
(9), asha A (8) 
 
Results: 
Royal Russell B 4-0 Quest Academy 
Royal Russell 4-2 Quest Academy 
 
It was a brilliant afternoon of football and the 
girls really seemed to love the experience 
according to the feedback I received from them! 
A huge thank you must also go to Royal Russell 
who were top rate hosts, allowing us to play on 
some fantastic pitches and also sending the 
girls home with a goody bag full of snacks! 
 
R Wilder

Football Girls vs Royal Russell

We’ve done the Double! Croydon Cup 
Champions and C League Champions!



For the first time ever we ran two separate 
sports day for Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. 
Key Stage 3 sports day took place on 
Monday 15th July with Key Stage 4 on 
Friday 19th. 
 
We were met with beautiful warm 
conditions on the morning of Monday 
15th, perfect for a day full of sport! The 
morning began, as always with multi 
sports. Football, cricket, rounders, netball, 
basketball, dance and chess. All 
competitions were keenly contested but 
Hillary came out on top winning all the 
boys football, the girls and boys basketball 
as well as the rounders and the cricket to 
take an early lead in the overall points tally. 
The afternoon saw us take to the field for 
the athletics, there were some excellent 
performances across all disciplines with 
Livingstone winning the Y7 competition by 
only 12 points from Shackleton with Hillary 
a further 3 points behind. In year 8 
Shackleton won the athletics, 25 points 
clear of Livingstone with Hillary a further 63 
points behind. 
 
Overall, Hillary was victorious with 935 with 
Shackleton 2nd with 931 and Livingstone 
3rd with 888! 
 
On Friday we were met with a bright 
morning but an ominous forecast and a 
few early drops of rain filled us with 

dread… could this be our first sports day 
affected by the weather in the last 7 years? 
 
Thankfully the rain relented and the 
morning activities took place under thick 
cloud, again they were all hard fought with 
Livingstone dominating as they have done 
over the past few years with a huge points 
gap between them and Shackleton in 
second and Hillary languishing in third 
place! 
 
Sadly, as the students were enjoying their 
lunch, the heavens opened and plans had 
to be hastily rearranged. It was decided 
that the field was unfit for athletics and 
that those listed to compete in the track 
events would take part in an indoor 
athletics competition in the sports hall. This 
competition was keenly contested with 
some excellent performances. Shackleton 
dominated with 366 points, Hillary 
mustered 302 whilst Livingstone only 234.  
All of that meant that the final totals for 
KS4 were as follows: 
 
All the scores were then added together to 
find an overall Quest Academy Sports Day 
winner…
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End of Summer Term 2019: Wednesday 24th July 2019 
Summer Holiday:   

Wednesday 24th July to Tuesday 3rd September 2019 
Start of Autumn Term 2019:   

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 (Staff Only) |  
Wednesday 4th September (all students) 
Half Term Holiday:   

Monday 21st October – Friday 1st November 
End of Autumn Term 2019: Friday 20th December 2019 
Start of Spring Term 2020: Monday 6th January 2020 
 
Events  

Tuesday 24th September 2019 – Open Evening, 5-8pm 
Thursday 3rd October 2019 – Year 7 Settling In 

Tuesday 8th October 2019 – Quest6 Opening Evening, 4-7pm  
Thursday 5th December 2019 – Year 11 Parents’ Meeting 
Thursday 12th December 2019 – Year 9 Parents’ Meeting 
11th -13th January 2020 – Whole School Production 
Thursday 16th January 2020 – Year 7 Parents’ Meeting 
Thursday 26th March 2020 – Year 10 Parents’ Meeting 
Thursday 2nd April 2020 – Year 11 Parents’ Meeting 
Wednesday 6th May 2020 – Year 8 Options Fair 
Thursday 7th May 2020 – Year 8 Parents’ Meeting  
Thursday 14th May 2020 - Year 8 Options Meeting 
 
ACADEMY AT WORK TOURS  

Monday 30th September 11:00 
Monday 7th October 11:00 
Monday 14th October 11:00

Important dates for your diary

Sports Day 2019

Livingstone 1567 
Shackleton 1557 
Hillary 1482 




