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“There is a broad range of subjects on oﬀer to pupils who were very
positive about the variety of opportunities available to them” Ofsted 2018

Page 02 The Quest Academy Prospectus

Welcome to The Quest Academy
Our motto, Learning Changes Lives (Eruditio Vitas Commutat) reﬂects our belief in the
importance of our work. Your son’s or daughter’s education is as important to us as it is to you.
We combine our passion for success with high expectations of our students and are
committed to ensuring that each student succeeds academically and personally so that they
leave the academy equipped to lead a fulﬁlling and happy life.

“Our priority is to ensure that
students, staﬀ and parents are
proud to belong to The Quest
Academy and take pride in their
achievements and the
contribution they make to the
local community”
Andy Crofts, Principal

The Quest Academy is a positive, rich and
innovative learning environment where
every student can achieve excellence in all
that they do, in the classroom and beyond it.
Students ﬁnd learning at The Quest Academy
exciting, challenging and enjoyable. They
beneﬁt from the highest quality teaching,
mentoring and support to raise aspiration,
develop ambition and improve their
attainment. A wide range of enrichment
activities to extend learning is oﬀered in a
range of contexts to promote leadership,
teamwork, reﬂection, conﬁdence and high
self-esteem.
Our strength comes from strong
partnerships: with our parents, the
community we serve and The Collegiate
Trust. Together we have extensive experience
and expertise to guide our work. We
recognise and place the highest value on the
importance of an eﬀective relationship
between The Quest Academy and parents,
staﬀ and students.

“Strong and eﬀective leadership has ensured that
the school continues to improve” Ofsted 2018
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The Quest Academy
Commitment
Vision and Values
Strong moral values underpin the ethos of The Quest Academy. We
welcome students from a wide range of cultural and faith (or nonfaith) backgrounds and expect all families to value and support the
moral values at the heart of all aspects of life at The Quest Academy.
We foster understanding, tolerance and mutual respect whilst
producing conﬁdent, capable and respectful young people. At all
times, we aim to create an environment that nurtures and develops:
INTEGRITY
COMPASSION
RESPECT
TOLERANCE
KINDNESS
COURAGE
GENEROSITY
A LIFE-LONG LOVE OF LEARNING
These values make The Quest Academy a positive and inclusive
community in which all students feel safe, valued and part of the
family.

“Leaders communicate a clear vision of a learning journey for
all pupils as they progress through the school” Ofsted 2018
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Behaviour
The Quest Academy
provides a secure,
happy and harmonious
learning environment
with excellent teaching.
It is the students’
responsibility to be
well-presented, hardworking and courteous
at all times. It is the
parents’ or carers’
responsibility to help
children succeed by
supporting the
behaviour policy and
ethos of The Quest
Academy. We have the
highest expectations of
student behaviour, laid
out in a clear behaviour
policy that stresses the
importance of students
acting with maturity
and consideration to
other members of the
school and the wider
community. The policy
embodies our ethos
and moral values and
emphasises their
relevance to every day
relationships and
scenarios.

Care, Guidance and Support
Success in education is achieved when students have the care, guidance and support to focus on learning matched to their
needs. Each student has an Individual Learning Plan and targets that are reviewed regularly by their personal tutor who will
organise additional support if needed. Students in each year group have their own Achievement Co-ordinator to track their
progress and to remove any barriers to learning. The Pastoral Director works with families, students and other agencies to secure
the well-being of students facing challenging circumstances.

Special Educational Needs
The Quest Academy works within the framework of Croydon Local Authority policies
for young people with special educational needs to oﬀer an inclusive education for
students. We ensure that every child with special needs receives the right level of
support and expertise to help them catch up and keep up with other students.

Gifted & Talented Students
At The Quest Academy, every child has the opportunity to succeed through the
curriculum and enrichment programme. Students who exhibit abilities signiﬁcantly
ahead of their year group are identiﬁed early and provided with activities, challenges
and opportunities that stretch them so that they can develop their gifts and talents
even further. Where appropriate, Gifted and Talented students learn in more
advanced teaching groups. All students have an Individual Learning Plan matched
to their needs.

“The proportion of strong passes in both GCSE English and
mathematics continues to be above national averages”Ofsted 2018
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“Inspectors found pupils to be both
courteous and respectful” Ofsted 2018
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Partnerships
The Collegiate Trust
The Quest Academy is part of The Collegiate Trust, which works in Croydon
and Crawley, educating children and young people from 3-19 years of age
with a clear vision to deliver exceptional education for all. Such an
education achieves excellent outcomes in pupil progress and attainment,
a rich creative, cultural and physical learning experience, and great
personal and social development for all pupils. This is achieved by working
with and developing strong teams of staﬀ in each school, under the
direction of the Principal of the school and the Local Governing Body (LGB).

Seldon Education
Partnership (SEP)
The Quest Academy is part of a partnership with
Gilbert Scott Primary, Forestdale Primary, Red Gates
Special School, Courtwood Primary, John Ruskin
College and Woodlands Children’s Centre.
Together, we aim to provide the best education of
children in the area from 0-19.

Parents
The Quest Academy values and actively nurtures
parents’ engagement with their children’s
education, building on the relationship that often
exists between parents and primary school.
Individuals achieve their greatest success when
staﬀ, students and parents work together.
I We invite parents to ‘keeping up with your
children’ workshops
I We have high expectations of you in the same
way that you will have high expectations of us
I We believe that your positive contribution is
the most important factor in ensuring that your
child succeeds
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Progress

Results
Students at The Quest Academy
have achieved a 100% pass rate
at A Level for the last 4
consecutive years, meaning that
every single Year 13 student
passed every one of their A
Level subjects. The 2018 cohort
achieved 81% of all grades at A*
to C at A Level or equivalent.
In recent years, Quest Academy
graduates have gone on to
study at a number of top
universities including University
of Oxford, University of Durham,
University of Bristol, University
College London (UCL), King's
College (University of London),
Royal Holloway (University of
London) and University of
Liverpool.

“Leaders and governors have led the creation
of a strong safeguarding culture” Ofsted 2018
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Educational
Outcomes
Award and
Leading Edge
In 2017, The Quest
Academy received an SSAT
Educational Outcomes
award putting it in the top
20% of schools nationally
for progress in the 2017 end
of Year 11 examinations. The
award is oﬀered to high
performing state-funded
schools, based on an
analysis tool that combines
Department for Education
and Ofsted sources as well
as students’ best eight
average point scores.
The Quest Academy was
subsequently oﬀered
membership of the “SSAT
Leading Edge” network; a
national group of
exclusively high-performing
secondary and special
schools. Leading Edge is
made up of schools who
have succeeded in making
signiﬁcant levels of progress
and have helped their
students to perform above
the national average.

Ofsted
The Quest Academy was once again rated ‘Good’ in all respects by Ofsted inspectors when they visited in June 2018.
The inspectors commended the Academy’s strong and eﬀective leadership for maintaining, “the good quality of
education in the school since the last inspection” and ensuring, “that the school continues to improve”.
The report identiﬁed, “a strong learning culture in the school whereby most pupils understand the importance of behaving well.
Inspectors found pupils to be both courteous and respectful”.

Transitions
Students who are comfortable and conﬁdent in a new environment will be able to gain the most beneﬁts from learning. We work to ensure successful transitions from primary school
to The Quest Academy and onwards to University, further education, life and work. We spend time with new students and their parents or carers to ﬁnd out about interests, hopes and
any challenging circumstances. We have a ‘buddy’ system, which helps new students feel comfortable in their new environment whilst imparting a sense of responsibility on the
‘buddy’.
Year 7 students have the opportunity to take advantage of the wealth of academic and enrichment opportunities oﬀered at The Quest Academy. A range of team-building activities
helps students get to know each other and make friends.

The Quest Academy Prospectus Page 09

Enrichment
The Quest Academy provides a wide-range of enrichment activities to develop
personal responsibility, support healthy lifestyles and promote participation in local
community projects and activities.
The focus is on opportunities that help students discover their interests, aptitudes and
talents whilst developing the characteristics necessary to lead a successful and
fulﬁlled adult life. These include sport, music, debating, art, drama, leadership,
enterprise and cultural activities.
Students are encouraged to join schemes such as The Edge and Duke of Edinburgh
which are designed to support growth and development of competent and capable
young people.
The Quest Academy provides leadership opportunities for all students in every year.
They are encouraged to take responsibility for speciﬁc events, to act as mentors to
other students and to provide support to their peers. An active Student Council is
involved in all aspects of the Academy’s development to understand and respond to
students’ suggestions. A full programme of residential educational visits and teambuilding activities helps students develop their leadership skills.
An extensive programme of international trips oﬀers students of all ages the
opportunity to take their learning out of the classrooom. Such trips provide
experiences with real meaning and purpose and bring many educational as well as
personal beneﬁts. Trip participants often acquire transferable skills that can be taken
into everyday life, alongside character building, developing conﬁdence and
enhancing resilience.
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Quest6
The Quest Academy's Sixth Form, Quest6, oﬀers an academic
curriculum including a range of A Level subjects and BTEC
qualiﬁcations. Classes are taught in small seminar-style groups
and each student has a personal mentor.
Students of Quest6 have the opportunity to participate in
enrichment activities and take positions of responsibility,
equipping them for the next stage of their life, be it university or
the world of work.
Quest6 students achieved a 100% pass rate at A-Level in 2018,
for the fourth year running, with 55% of grades A*-B and 32% A
or A*. Every one of those students has now gone on to study at
University. We are committed to ensuring that The Quest
Academy's Sixth Form provision builds on these fantastic results
and becomes the Sixth Form of choice for local students.
Further details of Quest6 are available at:
www.thequestacademy.org.uk/quest6

“Just under one in ﬁve students went to Russell
Group universities, with one student gaining a
place at Oxford University. This impressive ﬁgure
is above the London average”Ofsted 2018

“In 2017, all those
students who left
the school
secured places at
university or were
accepted onto
apprenticeships”
Ofsted 2018
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Contact
The Quest Academy
Farnborough Avenue
South Croydon
CR2 8HD
Telephone 020 8657 8935
Email oﬃce@thequestacademy.org.uk

Company Number 8058921
URN 136203
DfE number 306/6910
UKPRN 10031227
For admissions information, please visit
www.thequestacademy.org.uk/information/admissions
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