
Remembrance Day, paying tribute to the sacrifices of military and service
personnel in conflicts past and present, was observed in Croydon on
Sunday 11th November, at the war memorial outside the Town Hall and at
Croydon Minster. Senior cadets from The Quest Academy were selected to
parade as part of the first contingent and to attend the service.

Conducted by the Rt Revd Jonathan Clark, the Bishop of Croydon, the
annual Civic Service of Remembrance was held at Croydon Minster at
11am, on Sunday 12th November, in conjunction with local branches of
the Royal British Legion.

Following the service, there was a wreath-laying ceremony at the
cenotaph in Katharine Street at 12.30pm, led by the Mayor of Croydon,
Toni Letts.

Representatives of military and public services, and borough-based cadet
and youth groups were in attendance.

The marching contingents of the parade set off from near the Marks and
Spencer store in North End at around 12.20pm.

They marched through North End arriving at Katharine Street at around
12.25pm.

Corporal Ryan Donnelly, Corporal Shanti Harborne and Senior RAF cadet
Maria Morriss were chosen to represent The Quest Academy CCF.
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As usual the Autumn term is always a busy one
throughout the Academy.

Students in Year 11 have completed their first set
of mock examinations and are now perhaps
beginning to realise just how much hard work lies
ahead of them! It’s only 14 weeks now until the
exams begin.

We’ve also had some great successes in sport and
I’ve enjoyed watching some rehearsals for our
production of Little Shop of Horrors next term.

I would recommend that you encourage your
child to take part in a substantial activity outside of
their academic lessons: it’s a vital part of the
process of becoming a well-rounded and
successful adult later on. Some students are
musical and learn an instrument, some act on
stage or coordinate events backstage, some
become immersed in Art whilst others play sport
as part of an Academy team. Equally impressive
are the hours some students give to Duke of
Edinburgh or the CCF – helping to build important
skills like teamwork, leadership and resilience
which will help them in their studies and in life.

I hope you have an enjoyable Christmas and new
year.

Mr. A. Crofts

Principal’s
Message

We will remember them: Quest’s CCF

joins with Trinity in First Contingent
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Digital Media DayCadet Force News:
SNCO Weekend

Congratulations to Corporal Ryan
Donnelly, Lance Corporat Shanti Harborne
and Cadet Charlie Shine for completing
the SNCO weekend in the Brecon
Beacons.

On Friday, 28th September over 30 army
cadets between the ages of 14-18
participated in the contingent’s SNCO
selection weekend in the Brecon Beacons.
The terrain of the Brecon Beacons and
particularly Pen y Fan is nationally
recognised for its challenge for military
training. The cadets’ training was preceded
by Field Day at Trinity School in which they
participated in shooting, drill
competitions, aircraft and field signal
recognition and a very challenging
stretcher race.

The selected cadets of Trinity School and
The Quest Academy started their
weekend with a series of physical tests
which included a swim test, the bleep test,
push up and sit up tests. This year as part
of the training, cadets climbed Pen y Fan,
the highest peak in South Wales and
participated in a challenging written test
which was followed by a presentation and
self evaluation. The PLTs undertaken on
Sunday morning were varied and clearly
demonstrated a range of leadership and
problem-solving skills. Amongst these
tests were some undertaken by executives
of large companies.

Once the activities ended, most cadets
slept soundly on the coach returning to
Croydon, arriving on Sunday evening in
high spirits. 
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The Quest Academy is part of the National Collaborative Outreach Project (NCOP),
which involves a number of students from Years 9 to Year 13. 

Nine year 11 students attended SOAS University in London on Tuesday 2nd October
“Goal setting event” and action planning to enable smooth progression to 6th Form
and Higher Education. 

We arrived at SOAS university and were greeted by the University ambassadors. The
day began with a welcome presentation, followed by a SOAS quiz. Ambassadors
from Roehampton, St. Mary’s and SOAS talked about their experiences at University,
their courses, life on campus and accommodation. 

After lunch we all had the privileged to listen to a under graduate about his
experiences whilst he was undertaking his PhD in Thailand which was  fascinating.
The ambassadors took us on a tour around the University campus, the Brunei
Gallery, Senate House and the fantastic library. 

Our students from the Quest were very interactive, excellent answers in the quiz,
and really good on debating.  All wanted to know when the next event was.

M. D’Mello

NCOP – UCAS and
University Preparation

On Wednesday 18th October the entire Year 11 cohort were able to continue
their development in their Digital Media course.

The day was spent planning and creating the TV adverts that they will be
filming later this year. There was a professional working atmosphere throughout
and the staff and students enjoyed the experience overall.

G. Kensit



Volume 9 issue 2 Page 03

ACADeMy NeWS

On the
29th November,
The Quest
Academy’s cast
of “The Little
Shop of Horrors”
travelled to the
University of
Chichester. They
took part in a
workshop that
aimed to help
them develop
their characters
and overall

performance ability using the fresh ideas of students currently
studying at the University. 

After the workshop, the students had a Q&A session with one of the
leading professionals within Musical Theatre education, in which the
cast asked some really challenging questions about how to improve as
well as how they can best prepare themselves for studying a
performance course at University. 

The students who
attended this trip
were an absolute
credit to the
Academy,
demonstrating a
professional attitude
and working at a
high standard. Well
done to all those
that attended.

J. Russell

On Tuesday 16th October 2018 thirty GCSE Drama
students were lucky enough to travel to the Old Vic
to watch a production of a fascinating play called
‘Wise Children’ which dealt with some complex
issues in a highly engaging style. They were able to
take notes in preparation for their written
component of the exam.

We were only given an opportunity to go on the
trip at very short notice, but the clamour for places
was huge and I had many disappointed students
who did not get a ticket for the trip, this is
testament to the culture of ‘theatre going’ now rich
in this school.

There are further trips in November, December and
January already in place.

G. Kensit

Eleven Year 11 pupils
had the exciting
opportunity to visit
Oxford University for
the day. We arrived at
the station early and
caught the train to the
City of Oxford. 

After walking to Mansfield College, students sat through
a talk which really opened their eyes to the many
opportunities given at university and the opportunities
it can lead to. 

After this, pupils were given a tour of Mansfield college
and sat down for lunch in the dining hall. The day ended
with an exciting academic taster session; here pupils
worked with students form other Croydon schools to
understand the principles of trademarking a product in
multiple courts. 

The best part of the day was hearing pupils say, “One
day, that will be me, I will come to Oxford.”

Y. Marshall

On the 18th October the Year 11
Drama GCSE cohort were able to
travel to the Victoria & Albert
Museum for a workshop on
theatre design. 

They were able to explore the
exhibition called ‘Censorship in
the theatre’ and then were asked
to create their own costume
using the appropriate resources
supplied. 

The day was about giving students that extra edge as we head towards
their final exam in May.

G. Kensit

Theatre Design Workshop

Drama Workshop at
University of Chichester

Oxford University Visit

“Wise Children”
At The Old Vic
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On Wednesday
17th October,
50 Year 7
students set off
on a slightly
overcast yet
pleasant day to
visit the
historic World
War Two light-
cruiser HMS
Belfast.
Moored in the
shadow of the
imposing
Tower Bridge
and directly opposite the Tower of London, the floating museum offers an
immersive and interactive insight into Britain’s maritime past.

Having seen service on Arctic convoys for the relief of the Soviet Union in 1943,
played a supporting role in the D-Day landings of 1944, and becoming
instrumental as a flagship for the fleet during the Korean War, HMS Belfast certainly
has a lot of fascinating history to reveal.

Across the 9 decks students were able to get to grips with the captain’s chair, look
at the impressive 6 inch armaments capable in their day of sending a 50kg shell 15
miles (far enough to hit the school from London, as some were quick to point
out!), and fully understand daily life on this piece of living history.

Students fully enjoyed their day, in spite of the weather, and a good time was had
by all. I am sure all are looking forward to their next academy day outing.

A. Boundy

All Aboard HMS Belfast!

05:30 am: a time so early most teenagers
never see it, but not for the 20 students
from Quest who were not only up and full
of excitement, but getting on a coach ready
to make their way to Boulogne in France!
After the initial disappointment that we
could not see the sea from inside the
Shuttle as we crossed the Channel, we
arrived in France and were making our way
to Boulogne on the North-western coast.  

Our first stop was Nausicaá, Europe’s biggest
aquarium, where we dived down to the
bottom of the ocean to see the glow-in-the-
dark fish that live down in the deep and
then rose to above sea level to see the
penguins waddling along the ice!  The
aquarium had more fish than any of us
could have ever imagined and the highlight
was definitely getting to stroke the rays in
the touch tank, despite some of us being
more afraid than others!  

A short walk through beautiful Boulogne
brought us into the centre of town where
students had an opportunity to practise
their French in the local shops and
restaurants and see what the town had to
offer.  

The afternoon began with a short drive to
Beussent, where we stopped at the
Chocolaterie de Beussent, a family-based
chocolate factory making chocolates and
truffles in a whole range of shapes and sizes,
from tiny blocks to 80kg creations of the
local church!   We learnt how chocolate is
made and followed its journey from bean to
shelf, saw how chocolate bunnies are not
indestructible, and learnt how to make
chocolate of different colours.  

We returned home exhausted at 9pm but
happy and full of chocolate! C’était une
journée fantastique! 

E. Thomas

Trip to Boulogne

Year 8 spent an exciting day in
Greenwich visiting the National
Maritime museum. They had the
opportunity to explore many
different exhibitions from the ‘Battle
of Trafalgar’ to ‘Pacific Encounters’
and even discover the challenges of
extreme environments and climate
change in the new ‘Polar Worlds’
exhibition. 

Following this, the students embraced the rain and walked up the hill in
Greenwich park to view the impressive London skyline, before returning back

to the town via the Greenwich
meridian line. 

The afternoon was spent exploring
Greenwich market, looking at all
the souvenirs and trying all the
edible treats on offer.

C. Bennett

National Maritime Museum
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I really enjoyed the trip to Windsor Castle on Academy Day. I liked that everything was so
well organised and it was fun to learn new things about England. 

The journey was quite long but it certainly paid off. We went to see all the different
swords and guns they used in Queen Victoria’s time. Later on, we saw all the different
coats of arms and discussed what they were and their purposes. 

I really enjoyed seeing the church because it is a very important place and many royal
events happen there. Although the Queen was not there (the flag was not up), I am very
stoked to have been a part of the Windsor Castle trip.

Nina Arkaah (Year 9)

My Academy Day Trip to Windsor

A group of 33 students along with
Mr Ashmore and Mr Bevan took the
short trip across Surrey to Esher to
have a go at skiing. The vast majority
of the group had never skied before
so there was a feeling of excitement
and nerves as we arrived for our
session.

After getting our skis and boots
fitted we made our way to the
nursery slope where our group was
split into three smaller groups, each
group was taught the basics of
skiing and by the end of the session
everyone had the chance to ski
down the whole slope using the
snow plough technique we had just
learnt.

At some point in the day almost all
of us experienced falling over, some
more than others but we all had a
great day and we now can’t wait for
our ‘proper’ ski trip in February.

T. Bevan

Sandown Ski
Centre Trip

Velodrome Visit

Herne Hill Velodrome hosted the track cycling at the 1948 London Olympics – 70
years on it hosted another sporting spectacular!

Despite the cold and wet, 15 Quest students experienced riding track bikes (very
different from normal bikes) round steeply banked curves – their Olympic Cycling
career is just beginning.

S. Trehearn
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Despite only just recently commencing their Quest 6
studies, all students from the Lower Sixth Form travelled
by coach to Cambridge to gain an insight into life as an
undergraduate at this iconic and world-renowned
University. 

First stop was a visit to the Faculty of Law and a guided
tour of the library and lecture theatres, followed by a
question and answer session on academic life. Time to
take a walking tour of the historic city exploring the
sights and stopping by the market to take in lunch. 

Next the colleges, Pembroke and Trinity Hall both kindly opened their doors and
welcomed students to discover more about daily life in the college community.
Tours of the colleges were again followed with the opportunity to question and
answer with both staff and students.

A fabulous day was had exploring the possibilities that could with hard work and
commitment over the next two years become a reality. Over to you Year 12!

R. Houghton

On Wednesday 7th November, Year 13
BTEC Business and IT students,
accompanied by Mr Mckenzie and Ms
Lipscombe, were given a very special
opportunity to visit Bloomberg
headquarters based in Central London.
Bloomberg is one of the largest
international Media, Technology and
Finance companies in operation.

Students were exposed to state-of-the-art
technologies with sustainability and given
a tour of the international award winning
building. Bloomberg was recently
awarded the 2018 RIBA Building
Architecture award, which had featured in
BBC news.

Students were given a presentation from
a senior manager on career paths, which
ranged from Internships, Apprenticeships
and graduate programs. Other jobs
offered by the company included
Business Marketing, News Broadcasting
Production, Computer Engineering, Data
Analysis and Finance. 

Students were also given an opportunity
to work with one of the company’s
newest programmers on a small python
task which lead to creating a live financial
chart. 

Students also visited the London
Mithraeum, Roman Temple of Mithras
which was discovered during the
construction of the Bloomberg building.
The roman temple had a very significant
level of  importance as the men would
attend to prey for strength and guidance
from Mithras.

T. Mckenzie

Trip to

Bloomberg HQ

Visit to Cambridge University

Trip to Houses of Parliament

Politics students from Quest 6 made an inspiring and informative visit to Parliament
on Monday 12th November to gain an insight into the political and legislative
process. 

After a full tour of the palace of Westminster, students met with the academy's
local MP, Sarah Jones, for a wide-ranging discussion about national and local issues
such as knife crime, Brexit, tram safety, the gender pay gap and widening
participation in politics.

K. Barragan
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Over 30 Year 13 students
attended St. Mary’s
University and Goldsmiths
University on the 10th
October and on the 17th
October.  Students had the
privilege to work on their
Personal statements with
experienced university and
Aimhigher (NCOP) staff on
a one-to one basis, they all
took the opportunity to do
a mock interview as well,
naturally they had the
chance to ask questions
about the application
process or university in
general.

This was an invaluable experience for all
year 13 students and we are very proud
that they did this independently.  

All students that attended the Personal
Statement Clinic mentioned how

accommodating the staff were and how
important it is to get the right
information on your statement, back at
school they were all ready to complete
their UCAS application. All students
would like to thank Justine Marcham
NCOP Project Co-ordinator for organising
the above Clinic.

Two other students who are on the NCOP
programme have a mentor and will
receive support and attend workshops
designed to support them through
admissions tests and interviews and any
other help they will require.

M. D'Mello

year 13 UCAS Personal Statement Clinic

Quest’s Year 10 netball team played Shirley High on
13th November. The Shirley girls were much taller and more
physical and gave our girls a good game of Netball.

The final result was 12-6 to Shirley. Despite the loss, the Quest
team played with determination, sportsmanship and
remained focussed throughout the game.

Particular congratulations go to Julicea Balfour, Louise Moore,
Danae Brown, Emma Roseweir, Shania Boaitey, Bethany
Edwards, Shanti Harborne, Jasmine Mwamba, Amber Chase.

A. Cherrett

Quest Netball v. Shirley High

The Year 9 netball team played their first game of the season
on 6th November against Harris Academy Crystal Palace. 

They played brilliantly resulting in a 17-1 win! Player of the
match was Daniella Buchanan.

Congratulations to all involved.

year 9 Netball Win
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Quest Academy teams from Years 9, 10 and 11 recently took part in a
Croydon school sport competition in Badminton. The Year 9s hadn’t had
much experience prior to the competition but still performed well, with
a few wins. They played Riddlesdown, Lanfranc and Oasis Coulsdon.  

The KS4 competition was split into two groups. The year 10s played
Oasis Coulsdon A and Riddlesdown: The Year 11s played Lanfranc and
Oasis Coulsdon B. The Year 10s won their group and reached the finals.
The Year 11s came last with a few wins so are through to the 5th/6th
play off. In the Year 11 final games, they won 3-0, coming 5th overall. 

The Year 10 team had the toughest opponents yet in the final and
unfortunately lost, which meant they came away 2nd with silver medals!
This was a great experience for all players and they did the school proud.

A. Cherrett

Badminton 

End of Autumn Term: 
Friday 21st December 2018

Start of Spring Term:
Monday 7th January 2019

Half Term Holiday
Monday 18th February - Friday 22nd February

Easter Holiday:  
Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April

Events
7th to 12th January - Year 13 Mock Exams
Thursday 17th January - Year 7 Parents’ Evening
21st to 25th January - Year 11 Mock Exams
Thursday 24th January - Years 12 & 13 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 31st January - Year 8 Impact Day
31st to 3rd - Poland Trip
Thursday 7th February - Year 10 Parents’ Evening
12th to 14th February - “Little Shop of Horrors”
Thursday 7th March - Academy Day
11th to 22nd March - Year 11 Mock Exams
Thursday 14th March - Parents' Form Meeting
18th to 22nd March - Assessment Week
25th to 29th March - Year 12 Mock Exams
Thursday 4th April - Years 12 & 13 Parents’ Evening

ACADEMY AT WORK TOURS
Monday 14th January 11am 
Monday 4th February 11am
Monday 4th March 11am
Monday 1st April 11am

Important dates for your diary

A group of 13 Sports Leaders travelled
to Riddlesdown Collegiate on
12th November to lead a Pentathlon
event coordinated by David Smith from
CSSP. There were 13 primary schools
with pupils that had a range of
disabilities. The leaders delivered a
station each to every school and
collated points to work out the placings.

At the end of the day, The Quest leaders
alongside the Riddlesdown leaders
handed out medals to every school
with medals, trophy and certificates to
1st, 2nd and 3rd place.  It was a fantastic

day which developed their confidence
and leadership skills!

Our pupils were an absolute credit to the

Quest Academy and several primary
school teachers spoke very highly of them.

A. Cherrett

Sports Leaders


