
BRU/kje 
 
15th September 2017 
 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer 
 

Y9 Academy Day 
 
Three times a year the normal student timetable is suspended for the day and we offer students an 
alternative array of exciting, enriching and rewarding experiences: enhancing the curriculum, building 
the cultural capital of students and further developing their interpersonal skills that will underscore 
their successful development to adulthood. These days are referred to as Academy Days and are 
proudly one of the highlights of the school calendar.  
 
Students who have achieved the appropriate Four Star Standard will have the opportunity to enjoy an 
experience day. A range of opportunities are provided, with some requiring payment. All payment 
must be made on ParentPay. The first Academy Day of this academic year will be on Tuesday 17th 
October.  
 
The choices for Year 9 students will be as follows:  
 
1) Day Trip to Côte d'Opale, France, £79 
 
On this exciting day trip, students will have the opportunity to practice their French as well as immerse 
themselves in the culture of Northern France.  
 
The cost of the trip is £79. This price includes:  
 

• Coach travel and Eurotunnel crossing; 
• A 4 hour walking tour of Le Touquet;  
• Visit to Boulangerie le Fournil and Chocolaterie de Beussent;  
• Group travel insurance.  
 

The price does not include:  
 

• Spending money for students during the day;  
• Meals and drinks 
 

Students are welcome to bring additional money for discretionary spending during the trip.  
 
Please note that every student on this trip will require an individual UK or EU passport in order to 
attend the trip. They will need to complete an additional consent form, which can be located at 
reception.  
 
2) Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award Experience Day, Free  
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is the world’s leading youth achievement award, in which students 
partake in a range of activities over a set period of time: volunteering, physical, skills development 
and an outdoor expedition. It is an internationally recognised award which helps young people 
develop the skills they need to be successful later in life.  



 
There are three levels of award – Bronze, Silver and Gold – which students can complete during their 
school career. We are proud that a large number of our KS4 and KS5 students have achieved this 
worthwhile qualification.  
 
In the Spring Term, all Year 9 students will have the opportunity to complete the Bronze Award 
qualification as part of our Enrichment Programme.  
 
During this Academy Day, students will get a taste of the exciting challenges of completing the 
expedition part of the award. They will take part in a carousel of hands-on activities including camp-
craft, orienteering and outdoor cooking. As part of the day, students will complete a walk in the 
countryside around Biggin Hill, giving them the opportunity to practice and showcase the skills they 
need to be successful in the Bronze Award qualification next term.   
 
3) Hampton Court Palace, Richmond, £7.57 
 
Hampton Court Palace is a royal palace in the borough of Richmond upon Thames. Along with St 
James’s Palace, it is one of only two surviving palaces out of the many owned by King Henry VIII. During 
their visit, students will not only be able to explore the historic grounds, but also take part in a 
workshop on how professional historians can use buildings and objects to study the past.  
 
Should you have any questions regarding the Academy Day programme, please do contact your 
son/daughter’s tutor.  
 
We look forward to students enjoying what we intend to be an exciting and rewarding Academy Day.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
 
 

Mr Ben Russell 
Assistant Principal  
 
 
 


