
BRU/kje 
 
15th September 2017 
 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer 
 

Y8 Academy Day 
 
Three times a year the normal student timetable is suspended for the day and we offer students an 
alternative array of exciting, enriching and rewarding experiences: enhancing the curriculum, building 
the cultural capital of students and further developing their interpersonal skills that will underscore 
their successful development to adulthood. These days are referred to as Academy Days and are 
proudly one of the highlights of the school calendar.  
 
Students who have achieved the appropriate Four Star Standard will have the opportunity to go on a 
trip. A range of trips are provided, with some requiring payment. All payment must be made on 
ParentPay.  
 
The first Academy Day of this academic year will be on Tuesday 17th October. For fee-paying trips, 
booking opens on ParentPay on the following days, according to a students’ Four Star Standard award 
from the previous half term.  
 
Four Star Standard – Monday 18th September  
 
Three Star Standard – Tuesday 19th September 
 
Two Star Standard – Wednesday 20st September 
 
If students select a trip that involves public transport, they can be dismissed from East Croydon Train 
Station at the end of the day. On each trip, they can also travel back to the Academy with staff if they 
wish. For experiences that take place outside of the Academy, students will need to bring their own 
packed lunch. Students who are eligible for a Free School Meal will be provided with a meal.  
 
The choices for Year 8 students will be as follows:  
 
1) Day Trip to Côte d'Opale, France, £79 
 
On this exciting day trip, students will have the opportunity to practice their French as well as immerse 
themselves in the culture of Northern France.  
 
The cost of the trip is £79. This price includes:  
 

• Coach travel and Eurotunnel crossing; 
• A 4 hour walking tour of Le Touquet;  
• Visit to Boulangerie le Fournil and Chocolaterie de Beussent;  
• Group travel insurance.  

  



 
The price does not include:  
 

• Spending money for students during the day;  
• Meals and drinks 
 

Students are welcome to bring additional money for discretionary spending during the trip.  
 
Please note that every student on this trip will require an individual UK or EU passport in order to 
attend the trip. They will need to complete an additional consent form, which can be located at 
reception.  
 
2) The Shard, Central London, £12.95 
 
Students will get the opportunity to visit the top of the tallest building in the UK, witnessing the 
stunning views of London from the top of one of the capital’s most famous landmarks. As part of the 
experience, they will also get the opportunity to learn about London’s development as a global city, 
and the engineering challenges of constructing such a tall building in one of London’s busiest 
commercial districts.  
 
3) National Maritime Museum, Royal Greenwich, Free 
 
Based in the centre of a UNESCO World Heritage Site, students will visit the largest maritime museum 
in the world, which is based in the former home of England’s most famous monarchs: Henry VIII and 
Elizabeth I. During their visit, students will take part in an informative and interactive workshop by 
leading-experts of the Atlantic Slave Trade exhibition, a topic that students will study as part of the 
curriculum in the Spring term of this year.  
 
4) Oxygen Freejumping, Croydon, £10  
Students will get to visit the recently opened freejumping trampoline park, one of the largest in the 
UK. With over 100 trampolines and 14 unique zones, students will partake in a range of exciting games 
as they show off and perfect their trampolining routines and moves.  
 
5) Hampton Court Palace, Richmond, £7.57 
Hampton Court Palace is a royal palace in the borough of Richmond upon Thames. Along with St 
James’s Palace, it is one of only two surviving palaces out of the many owned by King Henry VIII. During 
their visit, students will not only be able to explore the historic grounds, but also take part in a 
workshop on how professional historians can use buildings and objects to study the past.  
 
Should you have any questions regarding the Academy Day programme, please do contact your 
son/daughter’s tutor.  
 
We look forward to students enjoying what we intend to be an exciting and rewarding Academy Day.  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
 
 

Mr Ben Russell 
Assistant Principal  


