
n E w S L E T T E R

v O L u M E  6

i S S u E  3

S P R i n G  ‘ 1 6

Headline News

� Principal’s Message
� Oliver! Production

Page 1

Academy News

� Executive Principal’s
Message

� Academy Achievements

Pages 2-3

Academy News

� Academy Day
� Academy Trips

Pages 4-5

Sports Highlights

� London Youth Games
� Academy Dance

Page 6

The Quest Academy • Farnborough Avenue • South Croydon • CR2 8HD  020 8657 8935
www.thequestacademy.org.uk

Students did the Academy proud in
the Quest’s first whole-school
production in early February, with a
fantastic performance of “Oliver!”.

Involving over 30 students, musicians
and numerous behind-the-scenes
coordinators, the production showed
off the talents of Quest’s students and
their exceptional teamwork.

Students from local primary schools
Gilbert Scott and Selsdon Primary
came along and enjoyed the
performance.

Special thanks must go to the cast
members as well as Blake Pearson,
Morgan Wilkins-Oliver, Colin Clarke,
Jack Dandy & Simone Balzama.

A particular highlight was seeing how
much gusto the cast sang the finale
song. Their smiles and joy could not
have been any higher and it really was
a joy to behold for all who witnessed it.

Gavin Kensit, Director (and Team
Leader of Creative Arts, Technology
and Drama) said, “The experience was
a wonderful one for many people. The
cast were stars for their continual

dedication during the winter
rehearsals. As we moved into 2016 so
many staff and fellow students played
a part in making the Quest’s first
school production a memorable one.
Over 400 people watched the show
over three performances so all in all it
was a huge success that will be hard to
beat in 2017.”

Congratulations to all involved.

Audience want MORE!

Now that Easter
approaching we turn
inevitably to the
forthcoming
examinations.

As you read this newsletter there will be only the
two week break and three further weeks of
school to the beginning of the examination
period – that’s no time at all and students should
appreciate the urgency of any work and revision
they still have to do!

As a guide they should spend two hours a day
over the break revising and one hour after school
each weekday when they return. Additionally at
the weekends my recommendation is a further
five hours of study. This will ensure that they are
fully prepared for all their examinations and that
they achieve the grades of which they are
capable.

Please support your children by insisting on this
revision before any social activities or free time –
it really does make a difference.

As usual you’ll find extensive reports of sporting
excellence, a myriad of trips and a whole host of
other enriching activities highlighted in this
newsletter, I hope you enjoy hearing about what
your children have been up to.  

I hope that you also find time to relax as a family
and enjoy the break.

With best wishes,

Mr A Crofts

Principal’s
Message



Executive
Principal’s Message
There is a Russian proverb which translates
as “A kind word is like a Spring day”. As we
approach Easter that seems particularly
fitting. For many this is a time of year for
reflection and affords us an opportunity to
ask ourselves whether we are providing
enough “Spring days” for our families,
friends and colleagues.

The evidence here at The Quest Academy is
most encouraging. It has been a
challenging term in many ways, as one
must expect in these times of public
scrutiny, financial constraint and self-
imposed pressure to improve. This school is
meeting those challenges. 

I was delighted to attend “Oliver!” the first
whole school production the school has
undertaken. It was a tremendous success
and I warmly congratulate all the pupils
and staff involved. Our commitment to the
arts curriculum has been recognised by the
granting of the “Music Mark”, an award
supported by the examination board of the
Royal Schools of Music and a further
indicator that Quest is moving forward,
improving our standards and building a
dynamic community.

For this I particularly thank Mr Crofts and
the entire staff who have worked so
enthusiastically to deliver opportunities for
the students. I would like to further
encourage those students who are soon to
embark on their public examinations to
continue to study hard and make the most
of the opportunities the staff are working
so generously to provide for you.

Finally I wish you all a peaceful and blessed
Easter.

Mrs Maureen Martin, 
Executive Principal, The Quest Academy
and Headteacher, 
Coloma Convent Girls' School The Quest Academy’s commitment to

the arts has been formally
acknowledged: Quest now holds
“Music Mark”, an award given
in recognition of the
enormous team effort that
goes on at Quest, to give
Quest students
opportunities to discover
and develop their musical
talents. 

Music Mark, which is supported by
ABRSM, the exam board of the Royal

Schools of Music, believes in the
fundamental right of a first-class

music education for all
children and young people,

in and out of schools.

Upon learning of the
award, Mrs Balzama, 
Music Teacher at The

Quest, said, “Many thanks to
all staff involved in helping

Music in any way at The Quest. It
is a huge team effort to help facilitate

and achieve this”. 

Quest wins “Music Mark” Recognition
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I am studying Politics, Philosophy and
Economics at the University of Exeter.
PPE is a very broad and multi-faceted
subject- one day you may be learning
about Locke and his theory of ideas
and the next day about consumer
behaviour in Economics! The discipline
is one that has so far been very
rewarding but nonetheless a
demanding juggling act of keeping up
with each of the three subjects.

As the end of first year at university
approaches, it has been a very peculiar
but interesting experience. One of the
challenges I faced was the private and
academic independence one gets at
University. Now this can be viewed as
good in the sense that one can start
learning of how to live without their
parents but quite differently when it
comes to the academic side of things.
You are not obliged to attend lectures
yet expected to pass exams, not kept
track of your homework yet expected
to know a wide range of relevant
books for your coursework pieces, not
expected to participate in tutorials
(mini lessons) but expected to gain
relevant skills to the run up of getting
a graduate job. This is a challenging
environment to be in and Quest6 did
prepare me for it. By having mock
exams compacted into one week,
expecting attendance at all times,
reviewing your progress in your
subject; it definitely gave me the right
foundations to enter University.

I am currently involved in local politics
here and am running as a local

Conservative Candidate in the Council
elections. Again the confidence
booster to take up the Candidateship
for the election were the opportunities
I received during my time at Quest6,
namely as Head boy.

Looking back at my time at Quest6, I
can honestly say that the staff
members could not have worked any
harder to get us the best possible
places at university.

I vividly remember my first day at
Quest6 in my new suit sitting with my
friends and discussing, what was back
then a dream, to get to university,
which now is a reality for so many
Questonians, who have gone on to
study at brilliant Universities and will
no doubt have promising careers. I am
proud to be associated with this
school, from its humble beginnings in
2010 to now producing students that
can take on the challenges of an ever
globalising world and a more
competitive Britain.

Azhar Chaudry 

(Quest Head Boy 2014-15)

2014-15 Head Boy Update

The Quest Academy has a vacancy for a
Parent Governor. If you are interested in
applying or would like to know more
please contact Sallie Trembath, Clerk to
the Governors on 020 8654 6228 ext
222 or at
strembath@coloma.croydon.sch.uk
Closing Date: Friday 15th April 2016

Invitation to Parents to
become a Parent Governor



Normal Year 7 lessons were suspended when
students from forms 7.1, 7.2 and 7.3 gathered
together to watch the launch of the Soyuz rocket
carrying Tim Peake, the first British astronaut in their
lifetime.

They learnt about astronaut training, forces during
lift-off and escape velocity. Whilst watching the
launch they discussed all manner of space
technology. They also thought about how they
might react to being away from family & friends for
six months.

Mr C Wheeldon

On Thursday 10th December, 50 Year
7s were accompanied by Mr Kensit,
Mrs Dalaris, Mr Kenny and Miss
Keady to watch the Pantomime
“Cinderella” at Fairfield Halls, Croydon.
It was a delight and there was much
merriment throughout with Stephen Mulhern providing jokes and fun for
children and adults alike! 

Mr Kenny was the butt of all the tomfoolery by the ugly sisters and Chelsea
Campbell was able to get up on the stage and represented the Quest
Academy ably. 

In fact all of the students were model representatives and will hopefully
experience much more theatre during their next seven years here.

Mr Gavin Kensit
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"Blast Off"

At CCF (Combined Cadet Force) we have
been participating in a range of different
activities: including weapons training,
scuba diving and fieldcraft. These
activities let us improve our skills outside
of school and include them in our
education. We asked our cadet
colleagues for their thoughts:-

Esther Jadach said, “I am finding CCF
interesting. I believe weapons training
was very educational. I am really grateful
to be able to attend CCF and thankful to
the staff who take us there.”

Lynne Janelle Mugabo said, “I consider
myself lucky to be able to participate in a
variety of skills taught at CCF, which can
possibly help me later on in life. This is
also a good opportunity to put this
down on my CV as extra skills which
could give me a boost in jobs. I am very

grateful to Mr Pearce, Mr Russell and Mrs
McLeod for letting me contribute in such
a vibrant curriculum.”

Anna Richardson Bondarenko said, “Scuba
diving has definitely been the best activity
I have done so far! It was really fun and I
am now thinking of doing it as a future
job.”

Kiki Madgett said, “I have really enjoyed
participating in CCF and feel lucky to be
able to stay in barracks at St Martins Plain
in Folkestone. I would like to thank the
members of staff who have taken their
time to take a group of year 9s and 10s, so
that we can participate in an 80 minute
activity each week (to learn new skills
every Monday from 4:00pm until 5:30pm).
Our time at CCF is well used and
extremely enjoyable when we are taught
something we never knew before.”

CCF is a great place for learning new
skills such as teamwork, archery and
many more. It is also a good place for
developing skills. At cadets we do lots of
activities throughout the evening (one
and a half hours) plus just before the
activities we have ‘parade’ which is when
we form up into ranks of three. We have
register then stand at ease till the
commanding officer tells us to stand at
alert then “stand easy” and we are told
what we are doing that night and about
any upcoming events. 

CCF is held at Trinity School where they
have a shooting range and a variety of
equipment and facilities that are
available to us as cadets.  I would highly
recommend the CCF to anyone who
likes making new friends and learning
new skills and developing them.

Compiled by 

Kiki Madgett and Joshua Stead (Year 9)

Quest ccF cadets

cinderellaQuest6 Taster
sessions
On the afternoon of Thursday 10th March, Year 11
students were given the exciting opportunity to
experience taster sessions in a range of subjects
offered at quest6. 

Whether it was titrate filtration in Chemistry,
Freud’s personality iceberg in Psychology, or a
mouse dissection in Biology, students enjoyed
sampling a range of sixth form lessons on offer at
Quest6. 

They were also introduced to some of the factors
that make Quest6 unique: small class sizes, state-
of-the-art facilities and specialist teaching with a
track-record of delivering outstanding outcomes.
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Eighteen Year 10 students were treated to a cultural experience at the V&A Museum
on Tuesday 8th March 2016. 

The museum is vast with a huge array of art work, furniture, textiles, jewellery,
historical artefacts and theatrical showcases which meant there was something for
everyone’s taste.

It is the kind of place that had many a university student attending and this was a
good opportunity for the Year 10s to perhaps imagine a future in which they would
be there also.

Mr G Kensit

V&A Museum trip

50 students from Years 7-10 had a
thoroughly enjoyable time Ice Skating in
Streatham on Academy Day. 

As we arrived at the rink, the air was
filled with sounds of encouragement,
laughter and, above all, the screams of
Miss Haughton-Nicolls as she attempted
to prevent herself from falling.

Many students showed great skill and
speed on the ice. Have we found the
next Torvill and Dean? Sophie Baker-
Sanders and Erin Eastmond certainly
showed superb finesse whilst Kassius
Stewart-Harris (after an early fall)
provided some excellent moves. 

Special shout outs must also go to the
first time skaters who not only braved
the ice but took to it like a duck to
(frozen) water. Nathan Alexander was a
particular trooper – although taking a
couple of early tumbles, he pushed
through to show fantastic skills on the
ice. 

A fantastic trip enjoyed by all – students
were fantastic ambassadors for the
school and unearthed new talents that
impressed their peers and their fellow
skaters!

Mr M Cotton

Ice skating

35 students from Quest
visited Valley Park Tenpin
bowling lane on their
Academy Day trip. 

The students were a mix of
Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 and
were accompanied by Mr.
Clayton, Mr. Dark and Miss
Wheatley. After a short
journey on the tram from Gravel Hill to Ampere Way, the
party arrived at the bowling lanes ready to get going.

Bowling against each other in groups of six, the students got
stuck into their two games straight away, enjoying some light
refreshments on the side. As well as enjoying the games of
bowling, the students also made the most of the multitude
of arcade games on offer. 

Some highlights from the day were the spares and strikes
scored by many students – an excellent range of high scores!

Mr Z Clayton

Bowling Trip

On Friday 11th December the
Quest6 A level physics class
took a trip to the University of
Sussex physics department for
a special lab day. Once there,
they had a tour of the facilities
and met research scientists
who are working on calculating
the spin of a neutron to

establish why the universe
contains more matter than
anti-matter. 

They also completed five
experiments related to their A
level physics course including:

� The Monkey and the Hunter
� Pearl drops in air
� The Alien bomb box
� Measuring acceleration due
to gravity
� Calculating Young’s Modulus

They all enjoyed the day and
are looking forward to
continuing their studies with a
fresh viewpoint and renewed
enthusiasm.

Mr C Wheeldon

Q6 Physics trip



There’s a huge difference between the
way children learn when they go on a
school visit and the way that they learn
in the classroom.

Aboard
H.M.S. Belfast,
Year 7
students
started their
visit on the
main deck.
Huge guns
aboard the
vessel
attracted
everybody’s
attention and

it was fascinating to see the impact of
electronic warfare.

Engine rooms and the living quarters of
the sailors and officers aboard the ship
were shown in great detail. Our students
experienced ‘hands on’ learning of the
equipment utilised when the ship was in
service and learnt first-hand what life
aboard would have been like.

The lifelike models of servicemen in
action showed the range of activities
that these men were involved in and
also the range of emotions that they
must have gone through in action.

Our students also learnt what it must
have been like to move around from

deck to deck in the confined area aboard
ship.

This visit to H.M.S. Belfast had a great
educational outcome: it not only
allowed students to acquire a high level
of knowledge about life in the Royal
Navy whilst the ship was in service, but
also to gain some insight into what life
must be like at sea for servicemen and
women.

Mrs L Mcleod

year seven Visit to H.M.s. Belfast
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At 9.15 am on Tuesday 8th March, 30 Year 9 Quest Academy
pupils accompanied by six members of staff headed off down
Conker Alley, their final destination, the British Museum. Under
the accomplished leadership of Mrs Dalaris the whole trip went
off without a hitch.

The Journey to the museum took almost 2 hours and involved
tram, train and underground journeys. The pupils were
excellently behaved and accepted the laborious journey with
good humour. There was plenty of “banter” but it was all good
humoured and the group remained calm and relaxed
throughout.

Once at the museum, there were only 1½ hours to take in a
place with over a million exhibits spread through more than a
100 rooms. Pupils experienced seeing a 5,500 year old mummy
from ancient Egypt. There were many mummies to view. All
pupils were surprised to hear that they were all “real” people, not

models. The Rosetta
stone was viewed if not
totally appreciated and
many of the pupils got
into the search for “12
artefacts in the British
Museum.” I believe 4 or
5 pupils managed to
find all 12 in an hour
and a half. 

Before travelling back
to the academy we
stopped at the park in Russell Square to have our lunch. After
lunch we embarked on our journey back to the Academy before
bidding farewell to our group at East Croydon station. Everyone
seemed to have enjoyed themselves and we did not hear the
phrase “This is boring” once. 

Mr W van Heyningen

 

year 9 Trip to British Museum

As part of Academy Day, students from
Year 7 to Year 13 visited the once-in-a
lifetime exhibition at the Science Museum

on the dramatic story of how Russia turned
the dream of space travel into a reality,
becoming the first nation to explore space.

Supporting learning in both our History
and Science courses, students were excited
to explore and discover the most
significant collection of Russian spacecraft
and artefacts ever to be shown in the UK,
including the capsule flown by the first
ever woman in space, Valentina Tershkova,
along with the capsule used on the first
mission to carry more than one crew
member. 

Students were impeccably well behaved,
asking poignant and intelligent questions
of exhibit staff as they explored the
historical, cultural and spiritual context of
Russian space travel in the 20th century.

Mr B Russell

cosmonauts at science Museum
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Six Year 10 students went to Crystal
Palace National Sports Centre to
volunteer as FanFest volunteers for part
of the week of London Youth Games.
There were over 900 primary school
students at the sports centre taking part
in various matches and sporting
activities.

The day started at 9.15am where the
students had the chance to watch the
opening ceremony after which they were
directed to their activities. 

Throughout the morning, students took
part in dodgeball, cheerleading and
ultimate frisbee. Part of the young leaders’
jobs were to assist with coaching and
encourage the primary school students
to participate fully in the various
activities.

In the afternoon, the leaders assisted with
seated volleyball. This was something
that was new to the leaders and they
immersed themselves fully into the
games.

The students who volunteered as sports
leaders for the day were Luke Halliday, Tia
Mitchell-Pillay, Daniel Ankomah, Joy
Hagan, Alejandro Patruno and Audrey
Osei-Bonsu.

The event organisers were incredibly
impressed with the leaders and said that
they had been the best behaved leaders
throughout the week’s event and have
invited The Quest Academy to participate
in future leadership events.

Ms H McIntosh

Term Dates
Last day of Spring term 
Thursday 24th March
First day of Summer term 
Tuesday 12th April
Bank Holiday Monday 
2nd May – Academy closed to students
INSET day 
Monday 11th April – Academy closed to
students
Half term  
30th May – 3rd June
Last day of summer term 
Friday 22nd July

Parents Evenings
Wednesday 13th April – New Year 7
Sept 2016
Thursday 21st April – Year 7
Thursday 28th April – Year 9

Academy at Work Tours
Monday 21st March 2016 at 11am
Monday 18th April 2016 at 11am
Monday 16th May 2016 at 11am
Monday 13th June 2016 at 11am

Other Events
22nd March – Joint Concert of Quest,
Lanfranc & Coloma
20th April – Year 11 Showcase
23rd June – Academy Day
1st July – Year 6 Induction Day
6th July – KS3 Academy Awards
Evening
7th July – KS4/Q6 Academy Awards
Evening

The Year 7s had a good introduction to
rugby this year with excellent involvement
across the year group. They have played five
matches and despite only winning one of
them, two of the defeats were by only two
and five points respectively. They performed
very well against some far more
experienced schools.

They can take a lot away from the season; a
number of players have shown great
promise with three of them being awarded
trials with the Harlequins Inner London
Player Development Programme, which will
take place in the summer term.

Over 20 boys have represented the
academy this year, an unprecedented
number, hopefully the energy and
enthusiasm can continue into next year
where we will turn the narrow defeats into
victories.

Mr T Bevan

For the first year time, students from The
Quest Academy were entered into the
Croydon Schools Dance Association. As
part of the association, teachers attend a
meeting where they are given a briefing
about the year's performance. This year
the theme was art and literature and the
title of the show was "The Art of
Expression".  What better inspiration than
from British artist Banksy?

Students were slightly bewildered once
they heard the vision and in fact heard
the piece of music they would be
performing to. This certainly took them
out of their comfort zones! However, in a

true demonstration of resilience, the
students persevered and managed to
perform an outstanding piece of dance
to a full audience at The Fairfield Halls. 

Well done to the dance squad.
Year 7: Mikayla, Bernadine, Keshica, Millie,
Laura, Plamedi, Derleisha, Shania and
Jasmine.

Year 10: Chloe, Sophie and Millie.

Ms H McIntosh

students Volunteer
for london youth
Games

year 7s Rugby

Fairfield Halls
csdA dance

sPORTs HIGHlIGHTs

Important dates for your diary…


