
The Quest
Academy has
been awarded
a “CPLD Gold”
award, placing
it in a select
group of just 7
schools
nationally that
have achieved
the top status.

The CPLD Quality Mark is the country’s premium quality mark for
guiding and accrediting the provision of outstanding Continuous
Professional Learning and Development for all staff working in
educational settings. It is set up to be a powerful leadership,
management and improvement tool. Achieving “Gold” – the top tier –
recognises the Academy’s commitment to the ongoing professional
development of its staff team and the consequent improvements in
outcomes for children across the Academy.

In his full report, Robert Haywood, the Principal Assessor said, “The
school’s ambition and mission shone through in documentary and
interview evidence and there is clear evidence that the school is very
well led, managed and governed. It is also clear that all stakeholders
are working very hard to establish a high quality, effective and
inclusive centre of learning. The achievement of Gold accreditation
bears testimony to the hard work and determination of the school to
become ‘outstanding’ at the next Ofsted Inspection.”

Assistant Principal, Jackie Devereux, says “Achieving the CPLD Gold
award is not only wonderful recognition of the hard work and
commitment of the Academy to the professional development of all
of its staff, but also a testimony to our core belief in empowering
colleagues, collaborative and creative partnerships and evaluating
impact.”

It was announced in
October that The
Quest Academy has
achieved a

Progress8 score of 0.49, which puts the school in the
top 15% of schools nationwide and 6th (out of 23
schools) in Croydon.

The Government’s success measure, “Progress 8 (P8)”,
which was introduced last year, aims to capture the
progress a pupil makes from the end of primary school
to the end of Key Stage 4. It allows for pupils’ results to
be compared to the achievements of other pupils
nationally with similar prior attainment. The high score
of 0.49 demonstrates that students at The Quest
Academy have, on average, achieved half a grade more
progress, per subject, than the national average.

Quest students also achieved “strong passes” (Grade 5 or
above) for English and Maths, which puts the attainment
of students at the Quest Academy 10% above the
England average. Whilst attainment has plummeted
nationally, Quest’s results have increased dramatically
across all subjects with an Attainment 8 score of 48.4;
more than 4 points above the England average. This
means that regardless of starting point, raw attainment
(actual results) are better than national average.

Principal, Andy Crofts, said, “‘We’re absolutely thrilled
with these figures which show record breaking results in
attainment and progress, both of which are now above
national averages. What our Progress 8 score shows is
that at the Quest Academy students achieve half a
grade more per subject than the average student
nationally, well within the top 15% of schools in England
and we’re really proud of the hard work and dedication
of students, staff and parents in achieving that.”

Parents and other stakeholders are invited to compare
The Quest Academy’s results with those of other schools
at www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk. 
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Day Trip to France

Page 02 volume 8 Issue 2

QueST NewS

On Thursday 28th September, the Quest
Academy celebrated National Poetry day,
opening students’ eyes to the wide variety of
fantastic poems on offer.

All teachers were asked to select and display
their favourite poem on the door of their
classroom as they welcomed students in. It
was great to see such a range of poems on
offer, from Rudyard Kipling’s ‘If ’ through to ‘On
the Ning Nang Nong’ by Spike Milligan.

Students really engaged with these poems
and were challenged to link them to their
current lessons – some links being harder
than others!

Looking forward, it will be interesting to see what tastes teachers have when it comes to World Book
Day. Who knows, we might even see displays or dressing up in store…

M Cotton

National Poetry Day 

A group of 28 students met at school at
5.45a.m. to set off to France on
Academy Day. We travelled by coach
from Folkestone to Calais on Le Shuttle
through the Eurotunnel, arriving with
an early stop at the hypermarket for
breakfast.

Having set ourselves up with
refreshments and some early shopping,
our second stop was at a Boulangerie
where we were treated to a ‘hands on’
experience of making croissants and
bread. The boulanger was highly
entertaining and without a doubt
everyone left knowing what the key
ingredients are for the perfect croissant
or a traditional loaf of bread. Although
the boulangerie was in a typically small
village in Northern France, it supplied
hypermarkets and supermarkets for
miles around which meant that local
people are still able to buy fresh bakery
products each day.

Our next stop was Le Touquet, a lovely French
coastal town with beautiful sandy beaches, an
array of colourful architecture and a variety of
shops and restaurants. We split into small
groups and went exploring and sampling
French delicacies for lunch, later moving on to
a chocolaterie where we saw first-hand how
beautiful rich chocolate is made. We were
fascinated to see life size chocolate models

and gasped out loud as a chocolate bunny
was accidentally knocked into the melting pot
– only to be made again!! 

Everyone had the chance to make last
purchases at the end of a memorable
demonstration before boarding our coach to
return to Calais.

We arrived back at school at 9.15, tired, but
really glad of the experience – Vive Le France!

L Stotesbury

What a great start to the
academic year!

It’s now been confirmed
that our Progress 8 score is
+0.49, in other words in
each of eight top subjects
our students do half a
grade better than they
would in the national
average school – that’s
fantastic and fitting tribute
to the hard work of
students, their teachers and
you as their families or
carers.

We were also awarded the
CPLD Gold Mark in
November and one of less
than ten schools in the
country to get the top
award. What this means is
that we have some of the
best staff training and
development around and
that of course transfers into
better teaching and
learning and improved
outcomes for your children.

Our Christmas break begins
this year at 2 o’clock on
Friday 22nd December and
I do wish you a happy
Christmas and a
prosperous new year.

Mr. A. Crofts

Principal’s
Message



Cell Membrane, Vacuole, Cytoplasm and Nucleus;
these are some of the key structures found
in cells that Year 7 studied this Autumn term. Every
single living organism is made up of cells. 

One of their homework assignments this term was
to bring their new knowledge to life by making a
3D model of a cell. The students were told that
they could make a cell of their choice using any
materials that they wanted – even edible ones! 

The students were beyond creative and produced
some outstanding models of cells ranging from
red blood cells to plantcells.

N Omezi
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Year 7s excel with Cell Models

On Monday 2nd
October 2017,
our Year 11 GCSE
Geography class
took a trip to
Calshot Spit and
Lepe beach 
on the
Southampton
coastline!

The aim of this field trip was to collect data for their
Geography write-up, which they will be completing
back at school.

The day included taking a two and a half hour coach trip
to the coastline’s activity centre where they were first
briefed on the activities for the day. The students also
got a chance to apply what they have been learning in
the classroom about the coastal zone. The first half of
the day involved collecting data such as rating the
coastal management strategies used at Lepe beach,
producing detailed field sketches, as well as asking
members of the public questions about the area,
whether they were locals or visitors.

In the afternoon, the Year 11s were able to take a trip to
Calshot Spit; an extended piece of coastline that curves
out into the ocean due to the process of Longshore Drift
(find a Geography GCSE student and they could tell you
all about it!) Here, the students used apparatus such as
ranging poles and clinometers to carry out tasks, such as
measuring the angle of the beach.

The students had an enjoyable day at the coast
together, doing something different and away from
home really brought their classroom learning to life.

J Jones

Geography Field Trip Visit to Glyndebourne
On Saturday, 11th November,
a group of our creative team
of gifted and talented
students attended the world
premiere of Glyndebourne’s
latest youth opera,
‘Belongings’.  ‘Belongings’,
composed by Lewis Murphy,
explores the experiences of
young people forced by war
to flee their homes.

Contemporary global concerns are very much the subject matter of
Belongings which explores child migration alongside the evacuation of
children during World War II. Accompanied by their teacher, a group of
evacuees boards the train from London to Lewes to escape the Blitz,
singing of the exciting adventure they anticipate in the countryside.
Their optimism fades as they begin to pine for home, and one group
decides to run away.  

Meanwhile, in the present day, a group of refugee children are re-
building their recently demolished shelters. They try to remain positive
while contemplating the dangerous final stage of their journey. 
Quest students had the opportunity to explore Glyndebourne, to visit
the organ room and the exhibition of art works related to this year’s
Glyndebourne tour.  

Students are in the early stages of producing their responses inspired
by the opera and their visit to Glyndebourne. These will take a variety
for forms that include sculpture, dance, music, narratives, poetry and
painting and will be exhibited later this term. 

The visit was organised as part of The Quest Academy’s provision for
gifted and talented students: this is an individualised project which
aims to develop our students’ skills and talents through new
experiences.

L Mcleod



The National Army
Museum is the British
Army's central museum. It
is located in the Chelsea
district of Central London,
adjacent to the Royal
Hospital Chelsea, the home
of the "Chelsea Pensioners”.   

Twenty-five Year 7 students
enjoyed the walk past this
beautiful building in the
crisp Autumn sunshine
accompanied by Mr Barragan, Miss
Jones and Miss Mcleod.

There were so many exciting things to
do. The students climbed aboard an
interactive tank to experience life as a
tank crew in Normandy during the
Second World War and crawled
through a tunnel below another tank.
They got the chance to get behind the
wheel, act as look-out from the turret,
and even man the guns.

At the start of the Soldier Gallery,
students learnt to look sharp, stand

straight and see if they've got what it
takes to impress the museum’s virtual
drill sergeant. They had to march in
time and fall in for some army-style
training to see if they could be as
disciplined as a serving soldier.

Students learnt to test their leadership
skills with the museum’s interactive
strategy table. They had to choose a
mission and lead their battle group to
victory. Have you got what it takes to
make big decisions under pressure?

L Mcleod
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Visit to The National Army Museum

A group of students from Year 8-10 went to the
home of Henry VIII for a history filled day that
included haunted galleries, fascinating exhibits
and even a spot of archaeology with genuine
artefacts from the palace (some of which were
over a thousand years old)! We explored the
palace as a whole for over two hours and were
particularly interested in the haunted gallery,
the chapel and Henry VIII’s kitchens.

Everyone had a lovely day and all agreed we
could easily have spent double the time at the
palace.

A Costello

Academy Day Trip to
Hampton Court Palace

During the Autumn Term Academy Day, Year 7
pupils had the opportunity of exploring
scientific phenomenon outside the classroom
by going to the science museum. 

The group explored three different floors full
of fascinating science which ranged from
maths to space to machines. 

The students were sorry to leave the museum
after a very informative and enjoyable visit.

Science Museum Visit

Our Year 7 and 8
students
enjoyed a
fantastic
experience at
Oxygen, a
trampoline
centre.  The
experience of
catching a tram
and double
decker bus was
all a part of the
adventure.

When we arrived, students received
free bounce socks and were given a
safety talk.  They were then free to
bounce, bounce and bounce… There
were hundreds of different trampoline
mattes and activities.

It was a pleasure to see how all the
students worked together and
supported each other on the trip.

B Kirkwood

The Year 8
students got a
first-hand
experience of
understanding
what the
transatlantic slave
trade was about
and the impact

that it had on the countries that were
involved. Students were given access to
the Museum’s unique and rare
collection of original account books and
logs from slave ships, and inventories. 

They were also able to examine replica
objects linked to the trade and
considered how the objects carry
history and meaning, in the past and
present.

By the end of the day, students came
together as a group and discussed their
findings and reflected on what they had
seen throughout the day.

C Chalmers

Day Trip to the
Maritime Museum

Academy Day Trip
to “Oxygen”
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On Academy day, Year
12s were taken off to
explore the University
of Cambridge in order
to catch a glimpse at
the potential next
stage of their academic
journey. The students

were wowed by the amazing architecture – yes, it is
just like Hogwarts – as well as learning about what the
day-to-day life is like at University.

Taken around in small groups, the students explored
both the academic and personal sides of the
university. From Theology to History, Pembroke to
Clare they were treated to a wide array of subjects and
colleges which house students.

In the afternoon, students had a Q & A session with
current undergraduates and asked great questions
such as, “How do I actually pay for university?” and “Do
you get to have fun?” Students came away from the
experience extremely positive: they learnt lots about
the transition to university and got some great tips of
how to make the most out of their time in 6th Form.

Fingers crossed they can act as tour guides for us in
the next couple of years!

M Cotton

On the 4th October, 30 Year 10 GCSE Drama students were lucky enough to go
and watch ‘The Girl from the North Country’ at the Old Vic in Waterloo.  

This was preceded by a 2-hour workshop led by the Old Vic at The Quest
Academy where the students engaged in a practical workshop around the
themes of the play. The musical itself was stunning and was based around the
lyrics of Bob Dylan songs.   

The 30 Year 10 students were selected
from 55 to participate in a year-long
project with the Old Vic which will see
them see four shows in total. The next one
is scheduled in December.

G Kensit

A group of Year 12 students recently
visited PwC. Student, Ryan Pearman
writes about the day.

The trip to PwC was very enjoyable yet
very informative. They gave us an insight
into many different options we could
take to reach our destination in life.

I felt motivated knowing that there is always a route that I can fall back on – or
even go on to do further research post-university. 

The trips to PwC also developed our skills of leadership, teamwork and
problem solving as we had to discuss and present problems to other groups.

Ryan Pearman Year 12 Student

Theatre workshop with the Old Vic

Sixty two thoroughly
enthusiastic Year 10 students
set off for the day to embrace
London’s incredible sites. We
couldn’t have asked for better
weather as the sun beamed
down for most of the day.
Some students had exceptional
geographical bearings of
London, hence spearheaded
the group to the appropriate sites. 

Our first visit was the iconic Buckingham Palace where
there was an opportunity for students’ mobile phones
to be taken out and a few memorable pictures taken.
We followed on to number 10 Downing Street, Big Ben
and then The London Eye where we decided that food
will now take precedence before we move any further.
We stopped at McDonalds for a quick bite and headed
off to The Shakespeare Dome and then London’s Tate
Modern for some free rides on the famous swings. 

We then visited an authentic food market at London
Bridge before we set off back to school. A phenomenal
day spent with amazing students!

S Moodley

walking Tour of London Year 12s Visit PwC

Year 13 students had a really productive day where students used innovative
software, league tables and research skills to apply to five courses from five
different Universities. They had tutorials in small groups with expert help and
advice where career prospects and University life was discussed. 

Students discovered how different all the Universities are. They also became
more familiar with how the same course can be made up of completely
different modules at different establishments. Students spent an extended
period of time researching all the facilities, societies and research
opportunities available at each University they were going to apply to. At
lunch time almost every student had completed UCAS with their five choices
confirmed.

In the afternoon Year 13 took part in a personal statement master class and
many students completed their first draft of their personal statements. Here
at The Quest Academy we provide personal statement tutors for every
student. These tutors are chosen because they are highly experienced in the
type of course their students are applying towards. The students were all very
appreciative of all the help and support they received throughout
the day and unanimously valued being able to spend the time thinking
beyond their immediate studies.

Since UCAS day we have already begun to celebrate offers coming in and
look forward to being able to celebrate even more.

Year 13 uCAS day

Cambridge Trip
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Quest students from Years 7 to 10 participated in the Croydon District cross-
country event on Wednesday 11th October 2017.

The course was very hard with hills, rain and wind – the juniors running 3km, 4km
and 5km courses in the woods.

Our best results were:
Girls – Year 7 (3km) - Sasha Atkinson 24th (12.17 mins)
Girls – Year 8 & 9 (4km) - Emelda Etse 54th (14.27 mins)
Boys – Year 7 (4km) - Joshua Tumushabe 37th (11.09 mins)
Boys – Year 8 & 9 (5km) - George Catlin 24th (15.10 mins)
Boys – Year 10 & 11 (5km) - Krystian Zyzek 31st (17.24 mins)

Congratulations to all students for their participation and effort.

B. Kirkwood

QueST NewS

AUTUMN TERM
Christmas Holiday Begins 2.00pm Friday 22nd December - Monday 8th
January 2018

SPRING TERM
INSET Day – Academy closed to students Monday 8th January
Tuesday 9th January All students return

Half Term Monday 12th February – Sunday 18th February

Easter Holiday Friday 30th March – Sunday 15th April
INSET Day – Academy closed to Years 7-10. Year 11 and Quest6 students to
be in school. Monday 16th April 
ACADEMY DAY Wednesday 7th February

Year 7 Residential trip to Grosvenor Hall 25th – 27th April

School Production of High School Musical 
8th & 9th February 5pm – 8pm

EXAMS
Year 12 & 13 Mock Exams Tuesday 9th to Friday 12th January
Year 11 English & Maths Mock Exams Wednesday 24th to Friday
26th January
Year 11 Mock Exams Monday 19th March to Thursday 29th March

PARENTS EVENINGS
Year 7 Parents Evening Thursday 11th January 4pm – 7pm
Year 10 Parents Evening Thursday 15th March 4pm – 7pm
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening Thursday 15th March 4pm – 7pm

ACADEMY AT WORK TOURS
Monday 15th January, 19th February, 12th March

Important dates for your diary…

Between Friday 6th and Saturday 7th
October, over 40 Year 8-12 students visited
Northern France and Ypres as part of a
poignant tour of the World War One
battlefields. During the course of our visit
students were able to reflect on the
causes, course and consequences of the
conflict, particularly relevant currently as
the country commemorates the
centenary anniversary of the Great War. 

After our coach ride to Dover and our
voyage on Eurotunnel, we first visited the
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the
Somme, which is dedicated to 72,246

missing British and South African
servicemen who died in the Battles of the
Somme, 1915-8, with no known grave.
Students were also able to gain an
appreciation of the diverse range of
soldiers who fought for and on behalf of
Britain in the war against Imperial
Germany, when they visited the Ulster
Tower, Northern Ireland’s national war
memorial. After a spot of lunch in the
sunshine, students were able to
experience life in a trench first-hand at The
Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland
Memorial, a memorial site to Canadian
soldiers and their unsuccessful attack on
1st July 1916 during the first day of the
Battle of the Somme. Students were then
fortunate enough to visit the Menin Gate,
Ypres, a memorial dedicated to the British
and Commonwealth soldiers who were
killed in the Ypres Salient and whose
graves are unknown. The memorial is
located at one of the main roads out of
the town that led Allied soldiers to the
front lines in the surrounding countryside.
On arrival, students were able to witness
the Last Post ceremony, to pay their

respects for all the fallen soldiers during
the conflict. 

On our second day, we were able to enjoy
a 4 hour guided tour from a local historical
expert, where we visited the world
famous Ypres Cathedral, the St George’s
Memorial Church, build to commemorate
over 500,000 British and Commonwealth
troops, the Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest
for Commonwealth forces in the world,
for any war, and the Langemark Cemetery,
one of the handful of German memorials
in the region. Despite the overcast
weather, students were then able to enjoy
some local Flemish cuisine in the
medieval mark square, along with a visit
to a local Belgium chocolate shop. Before
our departure back to Calais, students
then visited the In Flanders Field museum
in the Lakenhalle on the market square. 

Students were impeccably behaved
throughout, receiving positive feedback
regarding their conduct from our guides
and other visitors. A sincere thanks must
also be passed onto Mrs Stotesbury, 
Mrs Jeffrey and Mr Boundy. 

B Russell

Cross Country Report

Trip to Historic Ypres


