
We are thrilled to congratulate Quest
student, Idorenyin Akpan on
her success at the Croydon “Speak Out”
Challenge! Regional Final, which was
hosted by The Quest Academy on
Thursday 27th April. Idorenyin was
subsequently selected for the Grand
Final of the Jack Petchey Speak Out
event, which took place on 3rd July.
Idorenyin is one of just 15 students who was selected for the
Grand Final out of 19,191 entries.

Idorenyin’s public speaking performance was voted on by an
independent judging panel comprising of Donald Forde, Head of
Crystal Palace Football Club Foundation; Simon de Cintra, Creative
Director, Act Naturally; Sandeep Shah, Head of Communications & PR,
JPF; Kit Smith, Freelance Actor, Musician and Corporate Trainer; Clare
Denty, Director, The Female Speaking Academy; Kyle K Kinsella, #iWill
Campaign Youth Ambassador; Helena Holrick, Chief Cheerleader at
Helping You Shine; Eloise Cleminson, JPSOC Winner, Croydon, 2015.

Each year over 18,000 students across London and Essex take part in
Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out” Challenge! the world’s largest public
speaking competition. Idorenyin’s award proudly witnesses their hard
work and dedication to this competition.

There are 37 different Regional Champions, these are among the top
0.2% of young speakers in London and Essex. Frankie Rushton, Jack
Petchey Programme Director said, "We are always blown away by the
talent and ability of these young speakers. On behalf of Speakers Trust
and the Jack Petchey Foundation we congratulate you on this
outstanding achievement."

To decide which speakers will go forward to the Grand Final, a panel of
judges met on Monday 22 May 2017 (after the last Regional Final) to
collectively review the videos of all 37 Regional Champions. Based on
the content, delivery and structure of the speeches, the judges decided
on the 15 Grand Finalists who spoke at Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out”
Challenge! Grand Final on 3rd July 2016 in London’s West End. The
winner of this Grand Final received a £2,000 bond for themselves and
£3,000 for their school to spend on a project of their choice.
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Speak Out Success
Dear Parents / Carers

In this term’s assemblies, I have been sharing my
thoughts on what I think ensures that young people
develop into successful young adults, and it’s not

really about academic ability!

1. That you get out of life what you put into it – “effort achieves”
2. Those who have a positive outlook and keep on trying get
there in the end – resilience
3. Doing things for others is one of the most rewarding things
you can do – community service

I’ve asked the students to think privately about whether they are
strong in these three areas and if not, what they can do to make
progress by the time we return in September. Please help them in
those reflections.

I also like to regularly hear about the “extra-curricular” that we do:
the Duke of Edinburgh Award & the Combined Cadet Force are
two examples. Students who have involved themselves in these
activities are unanimous in their praise for what great experiences
they have and what lessons they learn from all that they do.
Again, please do encourage them to take part in these or the
many other similar activities that we offer so that our young
people leave the Quest with great qualifications, great social skills
and great memories of all that they’ve done and achieved.

By the time you get this newsletter our new school video will be
out. It sums up who we are, what we do and why we think we
are increasingly successful. Please do take a look and share it with
families of students in Year 6, students in Year 11 looking for a
Sixth Form or great school staff looking for their next career
move.

Finally, I’d like to thank our dedicated and committed staff for all
that they do to make our vision a reality for your children.

With best wishes for the summer break,

Mr. A. Crofts

Principal’s Message



the Quest Academy Literacy Drive

At the end of May, the Quest Academy was accredited
as a Duke of Edinburgh Centre. Seen here is Academy
Principal, Andy Crofts with Eleanor Thomas, Academy
DofE Coordinator being presented the licence by
Dave Black, Operations Officer for the Duke of
Edinburgh.
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Students at The Quest Academy have won
£1,000 for their chosen charity, KAS Youth Hub.
2nd and 3rd places also won £250 for Centre
Point, the homeless charity, and Sense, the deaf
and blind charity, respectively.

The First Give Programme is delivered through a
fully resourced scheme of work that is interactive
and student-led. Over eight lessons, the
Programme encourages an entire year group of
students to identify social issues in their area and
engage with local charities that address them. The
students then have the opportunity to compete for
£1,500 of grant money. Teams do this by
advocating for their charity in a school
competition.

The programme promotes many aspects of Social,
Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education for our
students.

Congratulations to all involved.

Quest Wins Duke of
Edinburgh
Accreditation

First Give

The Quest Academy hosted a
Rollapaluza event for Quest
and Archbishop Lanfranc
students in April. 

Year 7 and 8 students went
head-to-head over 250m on
static bikes connected to
electronic displays. There was a great competitive, yet supportive atmosphere
and students had a fantastic time. 

The fastest time of the day was posted by Kayllem Martin from The Archbishop
Lanfranc Academy, his time for 250m was 12:44seconds, meaning he averaged
a speed of 72.35 kph and somehow achieved a pedal speed of 227.5
revolutions per minute!

Congratulations to everyone involved.

Rollapaluza

We started our new literacy drive in November 2016 and continue to
promote reading at all levels for a variety of purposes.

Year 7 and 8 students were been issued with ‘Artemis Fowl’ or another
appropriate text selected by their English teacher. Some Year
7 students read ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’. ‘The World’s Worst Children’ or ‘Quiet
Power’ were issued to Year 9 students. Year 10 students read a range of
texts, including ‘Sea Fever’. ‘Coming Into the Country’, McPhee’s
exciting exploration of Alaska, or ‘Mountains of the Mind’, Robert
McFarlane’s exploration of science, literature, philosophy and man’s
love of expeditions, were issued to our Year 11 students.  Each week
students read these texts with their form tutor and undertook work to
help them to become more effective readers. This has culminated in a
competition with a prize to be awarded for the best entry.

Years of research shows that a child who reads for pleasure will do
better at school in all subjects. Please join us in our literacy drive by
reading with your child, particularly throughout the summer. We will
be issuing reading age scores by letter to all parents in the next few
weeks.  Not only will it improve their capacity to learn, but your child
will also benefit from an incredible shared experience. Parents and
carers of our students at Key Stages Three and Four have been
informed by letter of their child’s reading ages and asked to
participate in the scheme.

A well as reading with their form tutor, our students have benefitted
from our whole school focus on literacy. All of this helps our students
to develop literacy skills through work that makes cross-curricular
links with other subjects. We work together in sustained and practical
ways to help our students to acquire the discipline and skills
necessary for high standards of literacy.  Formal letter writing is on the
agenda as I write. This is timely when all of those applications for
summer jobs are being made.

For further information, please contact me at the school. We would
love to hear from you about your experiences in participating in this
initiative.

L. Mcleod



On Thursday, 4th June, Trinity and The
Quest CCFs were hosted by the Royal
Navy at HMS Excellent and The
Phoenix Damage Repair and
Instructional Unit.

The Royal Navy Firefighting School
training team in HMS Excellent provided
us with training in fire prevention and
firefighting aboard ship. We learnt about

the particular conditions aboard ship that
make it imperative that everyone aboard
is trained in firefighting. After thorough
preparation in the classroom, we were
instructed in the drills and then fought a
series of fires aboard HMS Excellent.
During the afternoon, we visited The
Phoenix Damage Repair and Instructional
Unit. This is known throughout the Navy
as DRIU, pronounced ‘drew’ and is a
mock-up of a flooding ship which rocks
and rolls as sailors try to plug gaps in the
hull using wood. 

Vital to teaching sailors the art of damage
control, the Phoenix Damage Repair and
Instructional Unit is responsible for saving
at least two flooded ships in recent years. 
Split over three decks, the unit simulates
compartments of a ship with water

rushing in through various holes. 
The techniques taught in the simulator
meant that sailors were able to save both
HMS Endurance and HMS Nottingham
when both were close to sinking due to
severe flooding.

New members of the cadet force will
have the opportunity to attend this
training next year.

2Lt Mcleod

Contingent Commander
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Royal Navy at HMS Excellent Phoenix
Damage Repair Instructional unit

Year 8 students visited the world
famous Imperial War Museum,
travelling up to Central London
to explore an array of exciting,
interactive and though-
provoking exhibits which bought
their current scheme of learning
on World War One to life.

Students enjoyed exploring the
causes of the conflict, told
through a collection of first-hand
accounts of European leaders

who plunged the continent into war in the summer of 1914. They were
able to analyse a range of techniques that the British government used
to recruit soldiers into the army and maintain morale on the Home
Front. We were able to reflect on the horror and trauma of trench life,
before exploring the short and long term consequences of the conflict.

Students were impeccably behaved throughout the trip, asking a range
of interesting and mature questions on the exhibits we visited, and
serving as exemplary ambassadors of the Academy.

B. Russell

Imperial War Museum

On June 13th and 14th the staff
took part in a staff cook off to find
out who was the champion chef
of The Quest Academy. There was
a great response from staff
members and students who
wanted to help create a range of
dishes. All teams were given the same ingredients
(chicken, pepper, onion, courgette and a carrot) and could
use extra ingredients from the stock cupboard to create a
dish in a Ready Steady Cook style in 60 minutes. 

Everyone got really involved and the competition was
fierce. Each round had three tasting judges and they were
marked on appearance and taste. There were some great
dishes from stuffed chicken wrapped in bacon, a chicken
curry and a chicken and mushroom pie taking 1st,
2nd and 3rd place respectively. Well done to all the teams
that entered and a special well done to Team Patel for
winning the Staff Top Chef Crown! 

E. Wicks

Quest “Cook Off” 

Thursday 22nd June saw Quest’s second
annual sports presentation evening which was
well attended by students and parents from all
year groups.

Harlequins rugby player, Josh Ibuanokpe, was
in attendance; he gave a speech, presented the
awards and posed for photographs at the end.

The main award (sports personality of the year)
was won by Emily Lock in Year 7 who received
the most votes from the audience.

It was a wonderful evening and we look
forward to next year’s event.

T. Bevan

Sports Presentation Evening
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Our Gifted and talented Students

Eight intrepid explorers set off for the
annual Croydon Tech City event at the
Conference Hall on Wednesday 14th June.
Croydon Tech City is in its fifth year and is
now the UK's fastest growing digital,
creative and technical startup cluster (38%
growth between 2011-2014; ONS Business
Register). As part of London Technology
Week, Croydon Tech City hosted an
afternoon to celebrate the efforts of the
community and chart the past, current
and future aspirations of the Croydon Tech
City movement. This fabulous event
provided some real-life insight into some
of the major developments in local
technological advances and how

businesses and organisations
alike are embracing some of the
new IT advances alongside their
existing computing infrastructure.

Students were able to:

� Gain  an understanding of
Croydon’s growing tech cluster
� Forge key contacts within
Croydon Tech City
� Learn about the CTC cultural &
educational strategy that supports our
tech boom 
� Connect to local early & growth stage
tech companies

Students were keen to probe the newest

and latest technologies available for
business, network with different
apprenticeship providers and sample
some of the latest in VR technology. With
an abundance of IT gadgetry, expertise
and a bottomless pit of free fizzy drink, it
turned out to be a very productive
afternoon indeed!!

Year 12 ICt trip to Croydon tech City

Year 12
students
took part
in “Futures
Fortnight”,
which
offered a
range of
engaging
and
exciting
activities
to assist
them
making informed decisions about the careers they would
like to pursue after Year 13, and the most suitable post-18
pathway to achieve this goal.

As part of this programme, students visited the UCAS
Conference held in the historic Royal Naval College in
Greenwich. Students had the opportunity to meet
representatives and current students from over 80 different
universities from around the country. There was also an
exciting array of interactive seminars on personal
statement writing, interview technique and

A number of Y12 History, Art and Physics students also got
a rare opportunity to tour the ceiling of the prestigious and
historic Painted Hall. At over 60 feet high, created in the
early 18th century, students received a unique and up-
close view of Britain’s largest painted ceiling and the most
expensive open conservation project in the world. Their
visit raised important questions about the role of art and
religion in politics, which will not only support their
learning in lessons, but also support their applications to
university.

B. Russell

Futures Fortnight Visit

More than sixty students, identified as showing special potential
in P.E, Science and Mathematics attended the visit from
representatives from The Royal Institute of Science on 10th
February. Their mission was to consult with and support our best
athletes by providing them with an exercise and nutrition
programme to enhance their performance.

Students consulted with their teachers about how they would
prepare for this and what research they would undertake. Fitness
logs, diaries of performance and nutrition all featured as part of
this work.

Science students worked as a buddy to a P.E. student or carry out
their own work and then set up a fitness and health regime in
order to enhance the performance of their chosen athlete.

On November 11th 2017, over forty pupils Identified as being
more able in Humanities and the Arts will participate in a trip to
Glyndebourne to see “Belongings”, a newly commissioned opera
by Lewis Murphy (Glyndebourne’s Young Composer-in-
Residence). The opera tracks the journeys of two groups of young
people, divided by decades but united by the geographical
displacement they experience. 

Our staff are continuously striving to develop further our provision
for these students in lessons as well as in the wider curriculum.
Next term shall see more exciting developments for them across
the curriculum as well as part of our enrichment work.

L. Mcleod
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We left The Quest with the sun
shining and spent 1½ hours to get to
our destination where we were met
by the team that would be looking
after us. 

Once settled and unpacked, we made
our way to our first activity:  team
building and leadership. Two groups did
‘Nightline’ and one group did ‘Jacob’s
Ladder’. Nightline involved the groups
being blindfolded and then led round
an obstacle course. This required
everyone to form a bond of trust with
the person in front as they each had to
hold on to each shoulder. There was
some really good communication going
on in order to get the whole group
through the course.

Dinner quickly followed and then it was
into the next activity, ‘Campfire’. next
activity, 'Campfire', where we were led in

songs around the fire.. 
Everyone looked as if they enjoyed
themselves. After the campfire, we made
our way back to our rooms and finally to
bed.

Thursday 7:30am – breakfast. Then into a
fun-filled action-packed day with no less
than six activities, including problem
solving, outdoor laser, Jacob’s ladder, the
fearsome 3G swing, team challenge, and
Nightline.

The 3G swing comprises of a bar that
you are attached to in pairs via a harness
and then you are lifted from anything
from a few feet up to 36 feet in the air. It
is then the job of one of the pair to
release the bar and start the swing
going. A lot of challenges were
overcome on the swing and a special
mention goes to Keeleigh Brooks who
not only overcame her nerve to try the
swing, but afterwards said that she
wanted to do it again.

Dinner followed and then it was into the
evening activity; Aerial Runway and the
Scrapheap challenge. The Scrapheap
challenge involved each team creating a
vehicle that would protect a water
balloon when dropped from a height. A
couple even worked!

Aerial runway is the name that the
centre has given to the ‘Zip wire’. Great
fun was had especially for those that
overcame a fear of heights, or walking
off the platform.

Our final morning, on Friday, was met
with comments such as, ‘I wish we could
stay another day’, ‘Do we have to go
home?’ and ‘I have had so much fun’.

Two activities for our last morning, from
Fencing, Aerial runway and Team
challenge.

For most of the group Fencing provided
the chance to learn a new skill and
exercise muscles that we had forgotten
we had. Team challenge involved more
team working and listening skills whilst
trying to negotiate various obstacles.
Some funny photos were taken of the
children trying to figure out how to get
the first and last person through the tyre
tunnel without letting go of each other.

The minibus was a lot quieter on the
way home with all bar one of the
children falling asleep.

An amazing time was had by all with
some newly learnt skills along the way.

S. Pearce 

Year 7 residential
trip to Kingswood
Activity Centre

  

On Wednesday, 28th June, Year 8 Quest Academy students
visited the wonderful sporting facilities at Crystal Palace. We
circumnavigated the impressive stadium with its wonderful
running track and enjoyed "elevenses" at the cafeteria in the
sports centre.

Santino Di Paolo won the first merit of the day for finding the
first dinosaurs on the Dinosaur Trail. We were delighted with the
great effort of the students in navigating this exciting trail. There
were surprises around every corner: Miss Jones-Alleyne was
more impressed with the ducklings on the Dinosaur Lake than
the dinosaurs!

Not too long after the delicious elevenses in the sports centre
café, we rested under the trees for a picnic lunch and another
opportunity to chat and relax.

For the majority of the students and some of the staff, the
highlight of the afternoon was provided by facing the challenge
of completing the maze in less than half an hour. For others, the
challenges of football and cricket games proved more exciting.

Before trekking back across the beautiful park we had a surprise
visitor: Scout, a black American cocker spaniel conducted a full
inspection of everybody’s bags, to the embarrassment of his
owner and to our delight. He was rewarded with lots of hugs
and squeals of excitement. 

L. Mcleod

Crystal Palace Park Visit
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Over the last academic year, our
cadets have experienced significant
changes to the way in which they
learn outside the classroom. The
experiences that they have had have
given them the chance to work with
NCOs and staff at Trinity School. 

We have said a sad ‘goodbye’ to Miss
Diamond, our hugely supportive AV
who has left us to train to be a teacher
and a warm ‘hello’ to Miss Melling who
has leaped energetically into her shoes.
Tia Pilay Mitchell will be returning to The
Quest Academy next year and her
experiences and training with the cadet
force have helped to inform her
decision to become a paramedic. 

Our new recruits in Year Nine have
made an energetic start. Of note are the
achievements of Jamie Kirk and Ryan
Donnelly who have progressed to their
weapons handling training and, who
with Olivia Bull, will prepare for the
Level 2 course in survival at summer
camp.

CCF Remembrance Parade

Remembrance Parade at Trinity school
is the most important parade of the
year. The Quest students were as
successful as ever this year, with
increasing confidence and improving
their mettle in this important discipline.

For some of our Q6 cadets, this parade
was their first. They marched with
experienced cadets, officers and staff
from the Army, Royal Air Force and
Royal Navy. The parade gave them the
chance to pay their respects to the
fallen and to honour those from

Croydon who have
given their lives in
service to others.

New Recruits Camp

February, 2017

Across the country,
we felt the biting cold of seasonal snow
showers and brisk winds. For our new
recruits, this simple but effective
additional factor to the challenges
cadets undertake made this an even
more momentous occasion that united
our contingent and made for memories
that will last for a lifetime.

The weekend began with fitness tests,
preparation and a meal together at
Trinity School. We then travelled to our
base for our activities and returned at
5.00pm on Sunday, 12th February. We
are grateful to SSI Millbanks, Lieutenant
Tarn, Mr Moran, Mr Pearce and Miss
Diamond for facilitating and staffing this
event and to Trinity NCOs led by
Ridhwan Omar. 

For all of our cadets involved in this
exercise, this was an opportunity to
work together and to strengthen the
links with the NCOs, new recruits, staff
and officers at Trinity school. All of the
cadets participated fully in the parade,
field, navigation, walking, night
exercises and field activities. All
undertook the PT, trim-trail and obstacle
course. Without exception, every cadet
showed dedication, commitment and
maturity.

New Skills With the Royal Navy

On Thursday, 4th June, Trinity and The
Quest CCFs were hosted by the Royal

Navy at HMS Excellent and The Phoenix
Damage Repair and Instructional Unit.
See page 3 for more information.

Summer Camp 2017

On 8th July, three cadets from The Quest
Academy will deploy to Okhampton
Camp with Trinity School cadet force.
They will have the opportunity to
experience life on a real army base for
part of the camp. However, their week’s
work will take the form of experiencing a
‘Wilderness Living’ camp designed to
enhance cadet skills and the basic
methodology of living in the wild with
only the most basic of equipment. This
term’s work has been good preparation
for this. As well as practising drill,
fieldcraft and weapons handling, our
cadets have learnt knife skills and the
course will provide them with lessons in
the psychology of survival during the
evenings in preparation for the course.
They will spend some time coasteering,
geocaching as well as the developing
their survival skills. Cadets will also get
the chance to develop further their map
reading skills. 

I hope that reading of these cadets’
experiences will encourage you to get
involved. If you would like to get in touch
about any of our events or initiatives
please contact me at the school.

2Lt Mcleod

the Quest Academy CCF
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Year 6 Open Events
Tuesday 26th September 2017, 5-8pm
Saturday 7th October 2017, 10am-12noon

Q6 Open Evening
Tuesday 10th October 4-7pm

Academy at Work Tours
Mondays 2nd, 9th, 23rd October 2017, all at 11am

AUTUMN TERM 2017– Monday 4th September 2017 -
Friday 22nd December 2017
(Monday 4th September INSET Day – closed to students)

Tuesday 5th September Years 7 and 12 students
Wednesday 6th September All students return
Half Term Monday 23rd October – Sunday 29th October
(Monday 30th October INSET Day – closed to students)
Tuesday 31st October All students return
Christmas Holiday Begins 2.00pm Friday 22nd December -
Monday 8th January 2018

History Trip Meeting for Parents
Thursday 21st September, 6-7pm

Academy Day Tuesday 17th October

Important dates for your diary…


