
During October’s Academy Day, all
Year 12 students enjoyed the unique
and eye-opening opportunity to visit
the country’s top university –
Cambridge. During the day, students
were offered bespoke insights into
the work of departments and
colleges. Whether it was visiting the
lecture halls of the Law Faculty, the
bookshelves of one of the rare
copyright libraries in the country, or
the grounds of St John’s College,
students gained a first-hand look
into the learning opportunities that
would be afforded to them through
University study.

After lunchtime spent basking in the
sunshine of the Market Square and the
Senate House, students spent the
afternoon at Trinity Hall.  During a
thought-provoking session with current
undergraduates, we were given the

opportunity to ask questions about,
amongst other topics, the challenges of
Sixth Form study, how best to prepare
for the university application process,
and what the life of a university student
involves.  It was an insightful session
that challenged the stereotypes of what
life is like at Oxbridge, emboldening
students to achieve the top grades and
consider applying to some of the most
competitive post-18 courses in the
world.

On the coach journey home, students
were energised and inspired by their
discoveries, keen to get back into their
lessons to put their experiences and
insights into practice. A huge thank you
to Dr Knox, Ms Joomun, Mr Cotton and
Mr German who supported students
during the day.

B. Russell

N E w S L E T T E R

V o L u M E  7

i S S u E  2

w i N T E R  ‘ 1 6

Quest6 News

� Principal’s Message
� Quest6 Visits and Events

Pages 1-3

Academy News

� Academy Events
� Remembrance Parade

Page 4

Academy Day

� Academy Visits to London
� Jump Giants Trip

Page 5

Sports Highlights

� Sports Leaders
� Year 8 Netball

Page 6

The Quest Academy • Farnborough Avenue • South Croydon • CR2 8HD  020 8657 8935
www.thequestacademy.org.uk

Quest Students Visit Cambridge University

We were delighted this month
to finally take full possession of

our entire site with the landscaping now
completed. This includes an allotment and a
pond which we intend to use to enhance the
curriculum still further in the new year.

I am also pleased that the Government’s
headline measure of school performance at
key stage 4: ‘Progress 8’ shows Quest making
more progress than the national average. In
broad terms our students attain between one
tenth and two tenths of a grade more in eight
key subjects than students in the average
school. We’re really proud of that and
determined to do even better in the future.

At A level our results this year put us jointly
with Coloma as the most successful sixth form
in Croydon – a tremendous accolade and
testament to everyone’s hard work. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the dedicated staff here for all that they do to
help students achieve academically and
personally and provide so much that is not
measured but is both valuable and valued. It is
all these things together that make a great
school that provides exceptionally well for
your children.

I hope you have a very happy Christmas and a
relaxing new year.

With Best wishes,

Mr. A. Crofts

Principal’s
Message



It was a mild Monday
morning as the BTEC
business class trekked to
East Croydon station and
merged in with the 8 o’clock
commuters. Their eager
faces were beaming as they
entered the train as they
were to make their own
commute to Barclays Bank in Canary
Wharf.

As they entered the large Barclays tower
they were directed to the senior training
room, so large it could hold 25. Here the
BTEC class learnt about what it took to be
recruited into a big bank like Barclays;
going through creating a compelling CV
and mastering much needed interview
techniques. They were then thrown in
the deep end by being given the task to
create and present a new app to be used
by the top market traders. I am proud to
say that this was executed with

confidence and precision by all teams
within our group, getting great feedback
from the traders.

The class were then invited to go across
London to visit an actual trading floor
where millions of pounds of stocks were
being traded in the market. The students
were fascinated by the activities of the
traders (particularly when they heard
what the average salary was). It was great
to see so many of the class ask in depth
questions about investment banking
after they had actually seen the trading
floor - it really brought it to life for them.

As they left, the Quest Academy
students thanked the traders for their
time and effort in making the day so
special and different to a normal day at
school.  I am confident that this event
has made a real impact on the class and
given them a greater appreciation of
the inner working of what is a large
industry on their doorsteps

T. Whybrow
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Year 11 students have
enjoyed a selection of
bespoke Sixth Form taster
sessions, enabling them to
experience the new subjects
and learning experiences that
they would enjoy at Quest 6. 

Students were able to select an
individualised programme of
sessions, ranging from
Psychology to Economics,
Chemistry to Geography, French to Drama, where they excelled in challenging and
thought-provoking activities that our Year 12 and 13 students encounter on a daily
basis. 

All of their teachers were incredibly impressed by how maturely all of the students
participated in the sessions, whether learning to integrate in Mathematics, question
the meaning of "reality" in Philosophy or designing a social media campaign in ICT.

B. Russell

K+ is a two-year programme of events,
activities and academic workshops
created to help support a university
application and provide the skills
needed to reach potential as an
undergraduate student.

Being part of the K+ programme has
afforded me a number of valuable
opportunities, such as accessing every
King’s College London Library. On the
7th of December we visited the
Maughan Library where we received a
brief but informative background
about the building and how to source
relevant books. 

Following this, we engaged in a study
skills session, during which we learnt
about the often-challenging transition
from Sixth form to university. A vital skill
for flourishing at university is taking
notes, and we were guided through
effective and efficient techniques.
Additionally, we evaluated the
importance of thinking critically – a
fundamental tool that professors at
university are looking for when you are
writing an essay.

In the last activity, a fun exercise called
Reggie’s Den, we were split into groups
and had to demonstrate our ability to
be innovative - something to make a
university student’s life easier. Finally,
we had to draw our ideas together and
pitch it to the ‘Lions’. It was an
enjoyable and informative experience
which has made me feel significantly
more prepared for university life.

Ibtissam Adem (Year 12)

King’s College 
Plus (K+)
Programme Day

Trip to Barclays Bank Headquarters

Quest6 Taster Sessions



Quest6 students enjoyed the 360 degree
views of London from the top of the new
extension of the Tate Modern, and
completed some useful research for their
A level studies. On the walk back to the
station they enjoyed walking through
Borough Market, sampling food from
some of the many stalls. As always, it was
a pleasure to accompany the pupils on
this trip.

This Thursday, Year 12 students were delighted to officially launch the
Paired Reading programme with Gilbert Scott Primary School.

Having been trained in the skills on precision teaching over the last half term
during enrichment periods, the Year 12 students were prepared and ready to
meet their mentee from Years 3-6 who they will be working with over the next
year to support their literacy development. With studies showing that 20
minutes per week of paired reading can dramatically accelerate the literacy
levels of students, the scheme has the potential to radically support the
progress of mentees.

Each Year 12 student brought a character profile of themselves, detailing their
interests and ambitions for the future, before then helping their mentee design
their own character poster. Next week, mentees will be bringing their favourite
book to the session to that the fun and enjoyment of paired reading can begin.

It was fantastic to see all of the sixth formers behave so professionally and
maturely with the younger students, acting as exemplary and inspiring role
models.

B. Russell
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Paired Reading Programme

Quest6 Visit to Tate Modern

A select few Year 12
students from around
the country stepped
through the doors of
University College
London over the
Summer.

Hearing from specialised professors on a range of
topics including ‘the importance of early
development’ which explored the effect that
development has on learning languages. A child’s
brain is like a sponge; it is highly neuroplastic but as
you get older you undergo synaptic pruning
whereby the connections in your brain that aren’t
used are trimmed off to make the connections that
are used stronger. This influential psychological
research has had real life application within
government policy making language lessons
compulsory for children aged 7-11 in all primary
schools.

We were also actively involved in a live research
experiment investigating lateralization of the brain.
Using a Doppler ultrasound machine we measured
the rate of blood flow in particular areas of the brain;
higher levels of blood flow suggests there are higher
levels of synaptic transmission therefore you can
identify the area of the brain that is more active by
monitoring the blood flow in specific areas.

Lastly it was a great opportunity to collaborate within
groups on an area of psychology we were particularly
interested in, to formulate our ideas and have them
cross examined by our peers. The prize giving at the
end is always something to look forward to!

The week long psychology summer school
programme is an invaluable experience for anyone in
Year 12 who seeks to immerse themselves in
knowledge, prepare for what life is like in university
and would also be a great addition to your personal
statement.

I would definitely recommend!

Anna Main (Year 12)

UCL Summer School

Quest6 A Day In The Life of Yusuf
My name is Yusuf Abdulle, and I am currently a Year 13 student at Quest6 and
Deputy Head Boy. I’m studying Biology and Chemistry at A-level with the
intention of attending medical school when I leave the Academy.

A day in the life of a Quest Sixth Former is really quite packed! Every day starts
with form time where our form group goes through either world issues or
solving complex puzzles, to get us prepared for the day. If I have a free period, I
use it to read ahead of my classes for the day, normally in the Common Room
or an empty classroom. In Chemistry, we are currently studying about colours
and so do practicals where we create our own dye then follow up how this
reaction occurred by looking at the chemical structure of these reactants. In
Biology, we are learning about the electrical conduction that exists within the
heart and learning how to read ECGs.

At Quest6, I’ve really enjoyed being able to develop as a person as well as
enhance my learning, especially with the use of free periods which has
allowed me to revise effectively  and read ahead of class. The range of
opportunities available for Sixth Form students has further made the Sixth
Form stand out from others, which is why I would encourage others to attend
Quest6.
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“The Riot Act” team arrived and set up in
the main hall. It all looked really good.
About 1:30, Year 7s started arriving, and
entered the hall with a degree of
excitement and anticipation. After a
brief introduction, The Riot Act show
began.

The characters Jo, Tom and Fran, then entertained the students with a play about
road safety. The performance was a mixture of light-hearted humour and
seriousness about the dangers of playing around or near to a road.

Other elements were addressed including using your phone whilst walking along a
road and not paying attention when crossing.

The performance ended with one of the characters, Jo, stepping into the road to
get Tom’s bag and was then ‘hit’ by a vehicle. The effect was immediate, with the
whole hall going silent at once.

The result was that Jo was left in a wheelchair.

There was then a discussion about who was to blame, and what exactly happened.
The students then entered a question and answer session with The Riot Act asking
the questions and the students answering. Everyone was enthusiastic with their
answers with willing engagement.

The end result was that Jo was to blame. This was explained by saying that each of
us is responsible for our own safety when walking along a road and, more
importantly, when we cross the road.

S. Pearce

Young people often find reading useful in helping them to
improve their lives and to solve the problems that they face.
Whether a child reads for these reasons, to investigate a
problem, to explore an issue or simply for pleasure, it impacts
massively on their ability to learn effectively.  

Year 7 and 8 students have been issued with ‘Artemis Fowl’ or
another appropriate text selected by their English teacher.
Some year 7 students are reading ‘Fantastic Mr Fox.’ ‘ The
World’s Worst Children’ or ‘Quiet Power’ have been issued to
Year 9 students. Year 10 students are reading a range of texts,
including ‘Sea Fever’.  ‘Coming Into the Country’, McPhee’s
exciting exploration of Alaska, or ‘Mountains of the Mind’,
Robert McFarlane’s exploration of science, literature,
philosophy and man’s love of expeditions, have been issued to
our year 11 students. Each week students will read these texts
with their form tutor and will undertake work to help them to
become more effective readers. This will culminate in a prize
being awarded to a member of each year group in the
summer term.

Years of research shows that a child who reads for pleasure will
do better at school in all subjects. Please join us in our literacy
drive by reading with your child. Not only will it improve their

capacity to learn, but your
child will also benefit
from an incredible shared
experience. Parents and
carers of our students at
Key Stages Three and
Four have been informed
by letter of their child’s
reading ages and asked to participate in the scheme.

A well as reading with their form tutor, your child will benefit
from our whole school focus on literacy. In lessons and form
time we have a main focus. So far we have worked at the use
of the full stop and the comma. Next week we will focus on
the question mark. All of this helps our students to develop
literacy skills through work that makes cross-curricular links
with other subjects. We work together in sustained and
practical ways to help our students to acquire the discipline
and skills necessary for high standards of literacy. 

For further information, please contact me at the school. We
would love to hear from you about your experiences in
participating in this initiative.

L. Mcleod

Road Safety Assembly

The Quest Academy Literacy Drive

CCF Remembrance
Parade

Remembrance Parade at Trinity school is
the most important parade of the year.
The Quest students were as successful as
ever, with increasing confidence and
improving their mettle in this important
discipline.

For some of our cadets, this parade was
their first. They marched with
experienced cadets, officers and staff
from the Army, Royal Air Force and Royal
Navy. The parade gave them the chance
to pay their respects to the fallen and to
honour those from Croydon who have
given their lives in service to others.

Nana Ayemoah, Miles Hayes, Lynne
Mugabo, Precious Omotayo,  Alejandro
Patruno, Thomas Peters, Esther Simolli,
Joshua Stead, and Chioma Utulu
participated in this event.

L. Mcleod
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On 18th October,
50 pupils made a
trip into central
London to visit the
London Dungeons
where a lot of fun
was had by all
those who
attended. 

The actors and the sets were brilliant and all shows were very
entertaining and scary. The atmosphere, sets and costumes

created by the Dungeons team were amazing and all had a
thrilling yet exciting vibe to them. 

The team put a lot of time and effort into setting the scene
catching the mood and ambience of the period of time. The
scripts from the scenes combined historical value of stories
from Sweeney Todd, the Great Fire of London and many more,
which were enjoyed by all of us.

I would like to thank Ms Jones and Mr Diffley who accompanied
the pupils to London. An enjoyable and educational day.

Mrs D’Mello

Academy Day Trip to the London Dungeons

Quest students with an interest in trying their skills
on the trampoline were accompanied to Jump
Giants in Essex by Mr Houghton and Miss Mcleod.

Participation in activities like this can be inspired
by any number of events. Mr Houghton provided
students with insight into this exciting sport with
clips from the last Olympic Games in which
participants worked together on the trampoline
and demonstrated individual trampoline activities with a jaw dropping range of
sophisticated manoeuvres. Solo trampoline events will feature for the first time in the next
Olympic Games.

The thirty students, from years 7 to 10, put their skills to the test as they used trampolines
in a range of activities. The Ninja Court is a challenging obstacle course requiring students
to climb, jump and balance all while using a series of trampolines. Battle Beams involves
balancing on a beam and jousting with an opponent in an attempt to get them to topple
into a pile of foam.  

Other sporting activities, including Dodgeball, Basketball, and Open Jumping, were played
on trampolines and gave students a range of challenging new scenarios to develop new
skills.

The students’ conduct was exemplary and drew a comment from a member of public who
said how well behaved they were. They now have experience of blending at least two
activities to take back to their sporting lives and help prepare them for more new
challenges.

L. Mcleod

Jump Giants

Despite having to queue for
over an hour, the group were
in jolly spirits once inside
Madame Tussaud’s and were
fascinated to see so many
famous faces. Their cameras
were in overload as they took
numerous 'selfies' with the
stars.  

I was asked by many a student
if I could take a snap of them
with the idols (nobody
wanted a picture with me!)
The students were wonderful,
despite being ushered around
as time was of the essence
due to our long time in the
queue.

Of course, the hope and
desire is that every student
that attends the Quest will,
one day, earn the right to
have their very own wax work
in Massame Tussaud’s.

G. Kensit

Quest Students
Aspire to
Stardom 

On the 30th November, Mr Kensit and Miss Thomas
took 21 GCSE Drama students to the Donmar
Warehouse in London to watch the play ‘One Night In
Miami’ which focused on the night Cassius Clay won
the World title before naming himself Muhammed Ali.
It was a truly excellent play and focused on religion and
racism with skill and use of dark humour.  The students
gained a lot from the experience and will use their
knowledge of the play to progress in the course.

Mr G Kensit

Theatre Visit to Donmar Workshop
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Congratulations are due to the year 8
Netball team who have been extremely
successful, winning every game of the
season so far. 

The team has so far played (and won)
against Archbishop Lanfranc Academy -
Coloma Trust, the Meridian Academy and
Archbishop Tennisons. The girls have
worked hard to achieve these success,
and have committed to training twice a
week. 

Well done girls."

There was a great turnout at the Quest Academy Parents’ Association (QAPA)
meeting, with more than 30 parents in attendance.

We discussed ways to:

1. Engage even more parents in their child’s schooling
2. Raise money for charity and for the school
3. Set up a teaching and learning forum so parents can make comment and give

suggestions on the teaching at the academy

Laura Lloyd, the association’s Chair, collected contact details and will contact everyone
shortly with a list of already planned activities (Parents’ Evenings etc.) that QAPA could
support with and also circulate some of the ideas suggested so one (at least) could be
chosen and investigated.

S. Trehearn

Parents’ Forum

SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

BTEC & GCSE  Maths or Business

Revision Guides are now

available for year 11 students to

purchase. Please see ParentPay

for details.

Year 8 Netball

On Tuesday 6th December, a mixture
of Year 8s and 9s Sports Leaders
travelled to Forestdale Primary School
for a Pupil Premium sports festival
where they conducted various
activities for the children. 

Even though it
was cold, it was
still a very
enjoyable day
for both the
leaders and the
children. A
successful event
all round!
Thank you to
everyone who
participated.

A. Cherrett

TERM DATES
Last day of term Friday 23rd December 2016
INSET day closed to students Monday 9th January 2017 
All students at the Academy Tuesday 10th January 2017 
Half Term Monday 13th February to 
Friday 17th February 2017

PARENTS EvENINGS
Year 7 Parents Evening Thursday 12th January 4pm – 7pm
Year 9 Parents Evening Thursday 2nd February 4pm – 7pm
Year 11 Parent Information Evening Wednesday 22nd
February 5pm – 6pm
Year 10 Parents Evening Thursday 2nd March 4pm – 7pm

Year 8 Options Fair Wednesday 15th March 3pm – 4pm
Year 8 Parents  Evening Thursday 23rd March 4pm – 7pm
Year 8 Options Evening Thursday 30th March 3pm – 7pm

OTHER EvENTS
School production of ‘Hairspray’ 
Tuesday 7th February 6pm – 9pm
Wednesday 8th February 6pm – 9pm

Academy Day  Thursday 9th February 

Academy At Work Tours – 11am Monday 16th January
Monday 20th February and Monday 20th March

Important dates for your diary…

Sports Leaders


