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4th June 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome to The Collegiate Trust 
 
I am delighted that The Quest Academy has now formally become part of The Collegiate Trust, joining a small but 
growing family of academies that share values and a determination to deliver exceptional education for all of our 
students. I am looking forward to getting to know the staff and students in the academy, as well as reacquainting 
myself with the vibrant communities that we serve. 
 
I would like to express my thanks to the Coloma Trust, with whom Quest has worked over the last eight years. Their 
support, driven by the original vision of Mrs Martin, former Head of Coloma Convent Girls’ School, has allowed the 
team at Quest to create a wonderful academy which has already achieved so much for its students. Our challenge 
now is to live up to that record of success and make sure that every one of our students achieves nothing less than 
their best. 
 
Although The Quest Academy has now joined a new Trust, staff, students and parents will notice very little that is 
different. The Collegiate Trust does not impose a model or way of working on an academy; rather we believe in 
working to ensure each academy is the best version of itself – responding to the needs of its own unique community 
– that it can be. My role as Chief Executive of the Trust is to provide further support and drive, enabling the excellent 
team led by Mr Crofts to continue the journey to outstanding. Although I will take the chance in assemblies to 
introduce myself to students, and to talk to staff in meetings, and I shall regularly visit The Quest, I shall not be 
involved in the day-to-day running of the academy as that is rightly the responsibility of the Principal and the excellent 
Local Governing Body, which I delighted will continue to be led by Ms Christine Waring. However, I hope that I will 
get to know our staff, student and parent body well. 
 
Key to the success of this new partnership will be collaborative work between The Quest Academy and our host 
school, Riddlesdown Collegiate. I know that this collaboration will be of benefit to both, helping us to develop practice 
which will enhance work across the Trust. At the beginning of next term we shall also be joined by Courtwood and 
Gilbert Scott Primary Schools, which will bring further partnership opportunities. You may already be aware that 
Gossops Green and Waterfield Primary Schools in Crawley are also members of our Trust. 
 
I am looking forward to a very successful half term ahead and to the opportunity to get to know our Quest community. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Gordon Smith 
Chief Executive 
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